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ALL MASSES HAVE RESUMED   – JOIN US OR WORSHIP ONLINE HERE

Taking the Journey TOGETHER

August 23

21st Sunday in
Ordinary Time

“You are Peter and upon this rock 
I will build my church…”

Matthew 16:13-20
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Siobhan Bigelow Joan Niday
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EJ Flynn Yvette Tong 
Liam Fox Jimmy Tran
Zachary Grimm Matthew Wittmayer
Reese Hanley Frances Young
Jacob Heikes Samuel Young
Jolinna Lam
Austin Lam
Liam Lawson
Alden Locher
Grant Locher
Miles Locher
Mira Marso
Tate May
Alice Meredith
Benjamin Mertes
Caleb Mertes
David Mertes
Dane Meyer
Jack Meylor
Clover Mitchell
John Mundy

Congratulations on your First Communion!

https://www.facebook.com/htschooldm/
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Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

HOLY TRINITY
WE CAN DO IT!

We only need around $1000 to meet our annual Diocesan Appeal Goal.
In this incredibly challenging year, with so many things not getting done,  

let’s push ourselves to accomplish this one challenge together. With 1200 
parishioners, if we just each gave $1 more…we would more than make it.

Please make sure to designate Holy Trinity Parish when giving online.

PLEASE DONATE TODAY—GIVE ONLINE LINE HERE

https://www.dmdiocese.org/giving/annual-diocesan-appeal


__________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED...
Larry Kiefer, husband of Jan Kiefer of
our parish

Want more information? Call the Parish Office 515 255 3162 X128 M-F 8AM-4:30PM 

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  C H U R C H  A U G  2 3 2 0 2 0

___________________________________________

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! To advertise contact Andy
Negrete 255-3162 ext. 129 or andyn@holytrinitydm.org

Budget - July 2020 - June 2021 $1,008,000
YTD Actual Tithing through Aug 9 $120,190
YTD Budget through Aug 9 $109,164

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS ENDING WEEK OF AUG 9 2020

YTD Overage (Deficit) $11,026
Tithing for the week ending Aug 9 $24,449
Number of Donations Received 283

Q & A WITH FATHER MARK EVERY OTHER WED AT 7PM—
Father Mark Q&A LIVE on Facebook is now a pre-recorded
video where he will be available to answer you in the
comment section. Please look for that night’s topic on
Facebook and email your questions before the event to
fmneal@holytrinitydm.org or parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org
_______________________________________________
HELP FOR HT PARISHIONERS We are so appreciative to all 
those volunteers who helped their fellow parishioners! DO 
YOU NEED ASSISTANCE? Please call the Parish Office at 
255-3162 x124 or email parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org if 
you are an individual that could use assistance or go to our 
website https://holytrinitydm.org/coronavirus-updates
for more info. Again, thank you volunteers!
____________________________________

JOIN US FOR PUBLIC MASS IS BACK Or worship online on
Facebook LIVE at https://www.facebook.com/htschooldm.
Our Facebook page is public -- you do not need an account.
Look for the “LIVE” red link to worship at Mass times. If you
want to watch the Masses at a later time, click on “videos”
and you will be able to select the one to watch.
_______________________________________

Watch on

IN HOME COMMUNION FOR PARISHIONERS We are now
offering Communion to people in their homes monthly
through a home Communion Minister. The visit lasts
about 15 minutes includes prayer and reception of
Communion. We follow appropriate safety steps for the
benefit of the minister and recipient. Please contact
Sandy Stacy at the Parish Office to coordinate 515 255
3162 ext 124. You will receive a letter regarding the visit
and a Communion Minister will be assigned to you.

WE NEED YOUR HELP! We are looking for people to
help sanitize the church after masses, 4:30 on
Saturdays and 8:30 on Sundays. This process takes
about 20 minutes and helps protect everyone from
the virus. We will provide all the supplies you will
need. In addition, we are still looking for people to
help usher before each weekend mass. Please contact
the parish office at 255 3162 ext 128.

HOLY TRINITY STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS AND STAFF!

____________________________________

NEW DAILY MASS TIMES We are changing Daily 
Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday Mornings to 
8:30 AM. This is in order to allow our students to attend 
alternating School Masses. Please note the change on 
our calendar.

http://holytrinitydm.org
http://holytrinitydm.org
http://holytrinitydm.org
http://holytrinitydm.org
https://holytrinitydm.org/coronavirus-updates/
https://www.facebook.com/htschooldm%C2%A0
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Want more information? Call the School Office 515 255 3162 X116 M-F 8AM-4PM Fax 515 255 1381 

DID YOU KNOW HOLY TRINITY TEACHES 
MORE THAN READING, WRITING AND 
MATH…THEY TEACH SCRIPTURE. Holy Trinity 
provides students the opportunity to discover 
the Holy Scriptures governed by underlying 
faith. We encourage our students to integrate 
those lessons into their daily lives as servant 
leaders. Moreover, a Catholic education 
teaches students how to apply scripture as a 
tool for guidance and inspiration during their 
most formative years. We invite you to 
discover the Catholic school difference. 
Visit holytrinitydm.org to learn more today!

Families with children enrolled in non-Catholic schools 
may be eligible for a tuition grant if they enroll at Holy Trinity 
for the 2020-2021 school year. Tuition grants are available for 
each child (grades 1 – 7) for the first two years of enrollment. 

Year one = $1,000 discount on for each eligible student
Year two = $500 discount on for each eligible student

Contact Delaney lynch at dlynch@htschool.org
to find out more today!

Current Families get a
$500 Referral Bonus for each 

family that enrolls

http://holytrinitydm.org/
http://htschool.org
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Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools Announce Reopening Plan for the
2020-2021 School Year
August 7, 2020, Des Moines, IA — The Diocese of Des Moines released a
comprehensive plan to re-open its sixteen schools this fall. All diocesan PS-
8th grade schools plan to re-open for in-person instruction in August, and
parents will have choices regarding learning options to meet their child’s
needs including five-day-a-week in-person instruction or a fully-remote
learning option.
"It remains our goal to open our school doors for on-site learning for the
first day of school,” said Donna Bishop, Superintendent of Schools. “For
some families however, the remote learning option may be necessary for
medical or other reasons. Our schools are prepared to partner with any
family that would like to explore the remote learning option for their
child.”
Key components of the reopening plan address the health and safety of
students, teachers and staff while at school. These key components
include: Health and Safety Measures, Academic Quality, Learning Options
for Families, Continuity of Education, Social-Emotional Health, and School-
Home Communications. Mitigation strategies outlined in the plan were
developed in collaboration with local public health officials and health
professionals to solidify decisions related to best practices surrounding
infectious disease control.
Bishop added, “We recognize that this is a fluid situation, and we will
continue to revise protocols and update parents as we approach the
opening of school.”
Parents were notified of the diocesan-wide reopening plan earlier this
week and individual school Return-to-Learn plans approved by the Iowa
Department of Education are posted on each school’s website. In the event
that schools are directed to close again, all students will be able to quickly
pivot to remote learning that continues their rigorous and personalized
education.
"We understand the importance of establishing a positive, safe and
supportive learning environment as our students navigate the
unprecedented challenges due to the disruptions caused by the pandemic,"
shared Bishop. "We want to ensure student learning continues. Schools are
working with families to meet their individual needs. No student will miss
out on a high quality education because of this virus."
The Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools includes 16 schools in 23
counties in central and southwest Iowa. Catholic schools in the Des Moines
Diocese build Christ-centered, collaborative, inclusive partnerships with
parents, students, and parishes to provide innovative academic excellence
and inspirational faith formation for students.
To learn more about how diocesan schools are responding to COVID-19,
visit https://www.dmdiocese.org/catholic-schools/covid-19.

Espanol

IMMEDIATE OPENING
RECEPTIONIST
Diocese of Des Moines
We are looking for an experienced 
receptionist to work in an environment that 
can present a new experience daily. This 
important role answers a multiline phone, 
interacts with the public when the building is 
open to the public and supports a number of
departments using the Microsoft Word and 
Excel as well as other computer products.

For more information on this position, please 
visit our website here.

Qualified candidates can send their cover 
letter and resume to hr@dmdiocese.org by 
August 17, 2020.

POPE FRANCIS ON DEFENSE OF THE UNBORN
"Nowadays efforts are made to deny them 
[unborn children] their human dignity and to 
do with them whatever one pleases, taking 
their lives and passing laws preventing 
anyone from standing in the way of this. 
Frequently, as a way of ridiculing the Church’s 
effort to defend their lives, attempts are 
made to present her position as ideological, 
obscurantist and conservative. Yet this 
defense of unborn life is closely linked to the 
defense of each and every other human right. 
It involves the conviction that a human being 
is always sacred and inviolable, in any 
situation and at every stage of development" 
-- Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation "The Joy 
of the Gospel," November 24, 2013.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QorK9kfgxTcCseDBcb9zsN1cbnQR6fjcVA8sSxPnXIU/edit?usp=sharing
http://dmdiocese.org


Question for Children: What are three things 
you know about Jesus?

Question for Youth: Today’s Gospel is about 
identity – the revealing of Jesus’ true self. How 
difficult is it to you to reveal your true self? 
What holds you back from being who God 
created you to be?

Question for Adults: If Jesus turned and asked 
you the same question, who would you say he 
is? How would you describe Jesus to someone 
who did not know him?

B R I N G  T H E  G O S P E L  H O M E  A U G  2 3 2 0 2 0

Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Jane Frances de Chantal, Wife, Mother and Religious
Jane Frances was born in Dijon, France. At the age of twenty, she married Baron Christopher de Chantal. The 
couple had seven children, three of whom died in infancy. When her husband died in a hunting accident in 1601, 
Jane Frances sank into a depression. She and her children moved into her father-in-law's house when he 
threatened to disinherit her children. Despite his oppressiveness, she managed to regain her cheerfulness and 
raise her children in a happy atmosphere. Inspired by Francis de Sales, Jane made provisions for her children’s 
care and, along with three other women, formed the first community of Visitation nuns. During the last years of 
her life, Jane suffered a spiritual dryness. She overcame these cares and worries by losing herself in God. “To live 
no more in oneself, but lost in God, is the most sublime perfection which the soul can reach,” was Jane Frances’ 
advice to those with misgivings and concerns.
All of us experience spiritual dryness at some point in our lives, a time when God seems to have abandoned us. 
Jane’s advice “to live no more in oneself, but lost in God,” offers wise words of counsel. We can persevere, as she 
did, in our faith life despite not feeling connected to God.

Jane Frances' message today: All of us experience spiritual dryness at some point in our lives, a time when God 
seems to have abandoned us. Jane’s advice “to live no more in oneself, but lost in God,” offers wise words of 
counsel. We can persevere, as she did, in our faith life despite not feeling connected to God.

Do you remain faithful to God even when life is routine and you feel a lack of spirituality in your daily existence? 
Remember that God doesn't turn away from you at any time.

READING I: Isaiah 22:19-23

PSALM: 138:1-8

READING II: Romans 11:33-36

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
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SPIRITUALITY OF THE READINGS
It Takes Two
On previous Sundays Jesus has been curing people. 
Yet an odd thing happens in each case. He tells them, 
“Your faith has saved you.” Which is it? Quite obviously Jesus 
does the healing, so why does he say their faith did it? 
Why didn’t he just say “Go in peace, I have healed you”?

Let us seek the answer in Sunday’s Gospel. This will be 
a roundabout way to get at an answer, so I ask you to wait 
for it.

Jesus is in Caesarea Philippi and the disciples are just back 
from their mission of preaching. Jesus asks them who people 
think he is.

The disciples laugh boyishly and repeat some answers they 
have heard. Obviously they regard these guesses as absurd. 
Something like this:
Believe it or not, some think you are John the Baptist 
returned from the dead!
The ones I talked to said you were the prophet Elijah! It was 
hilarious!
A few of them said you are Jeremiah or one of the other 
prophets! They just don’t know what to make of you.

Laughter all around.

But Jesus’ question had been a curve ball, and now it crosses 
the plate. He says abruptly, “And what about you? Who do 
you say I am?”

Eyes wander, feet scuff, laughter turns into a cough. The 
disciples’ faith is still young and perhaps they are confused 
about it, not to mention the fact that up to this point they 
have not been required to profess anything out loud. Red 
faces.

Peter is bold, awkwardly, walking on water again, figuratively 
this time. He stammers out his best answer.
You … you are … the, uh, … yes, uh, the … the Son of … you 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God!

Silence and then nods and relief all around.

“Simon, how great is your faith,” Jesus says. “Whatever you 
open with this faith will stay open. Whatever your faith shuts 
will remain shut, not only here but in heaven.” A high 
compliment to Peter’s tottering belief status.

But does this answer the contradiction we began with? Is it 
Jesus or their act of faith?

Jesus is always seeking a two-way liaison between himself and 
us, not just one-way. He wants us to have a relationship to the 
fullness of who he is. Besides being a charismatic leader or a 
good friend, he is the very reality of God’s love, present in the 
world, wide open to loving each of us. Therefore he wants a 
mutual love-relationship with you and me, one in which we 
open up our hearts and let Godly love in.

The name of that openness to God’s love on the part of a 
person is “faith.”

Faith.

The answer is truly “Your faith has saved you.” But it is faith as 
an opening up to Jesus’ cures. These are never just a matter of 
him acting on his own, like a mechanic replacing spark plugs. 
They are love being given and love being received. The ones 
who were cured must have opened themselves and have at 
least a beginning relationship with Jesus as the loving Messiah. 
Healing is at last able to take root.

So, in fact, it surely is their faith that saves them, together 
with the love from Jesus. The healing power of that love could 
never get to them unless the open heart named “faith” were 
finally awakened in them.

John Foley, SJ

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/082320.cfm
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HOLY 
TRINITY 
SCHOOL

WELCOME BACK 
TO SCHOOL

TK-8TH Grade

Mass Hosted by 
the X Grade

8:30AM

Mass Hosted by the 
X Grade
8:30AM

Mass Hosted 
by the X Grade

8:30AM

BACK TO SCHOOL 
for PS 3 and PK 4 

on Sept 1

FAITH 
FORMATION

ADULT 
FAITH 

FORMATION

Mass 
8:30AM

Mass 
10:30AM

Kindergarten 
Prayer Service 

8AM

Men’s Bible Study
8PM

Mass
8:30AM

Mass
8:30AM

Mass
8 AM

Adoration
2-9PM

Mass
8:30 AM

Mass 
4:30PM

Reconciliation 
3-4PM

AND
MORE

PTO Zoom Mtg
6PM
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NEXT WEEK LITURGICAL MINISTERS / ALTAR SERVERS
Saturday, August 29 4:30 PM
Altar Server No Servers at This Time
Lectors Erin Grillot
EMHC Team 3
Musical Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday, August 30 8:30 AM
Altar Server No Servers at This Time
Lectors Guy Leman & Marla Gowdey
EMHC Team 2
Children’s Liturgy No Children’s Liturgy
Musical Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday, August 30 10:30 AM
Altar Server No Servers at This Time
Lectors Jim Wilwerding & Mark Amadeo
EMHC Team 3
Children’s Liturgy No Children’s Liturgy 
Musical Coordinator Dr. Kevin Allemagne

WEEKEND MASSES Sat 4:30 PM / Sun 8:30 & 10:30 AM
WEEKDAY COMMUNION SERVICE Mon 8 AM
WEEKDAY MASSES Tue, Wed & Fri 8:30 AM / Thurs 8AM
RECONCILIATION Sat 3-4PM

Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

MASS / LITURGY SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS
Sunday August 23
8:30 AM Mass For the Parish
10:30 AM Mass Fran Armstrong
Monday August 24
8 AM Kindergarten Prayer Service
Tuesday August 25
8:30 AM Mass Larry Kiefer
Wednesday August 26
8:30 AM Mass Barb Han
Thursday August 27
2-9 PM Adoration 
8 AM Mass Frank Comito

Friday August 28
8:30 AM Mass  Roger Dial
Saturday August 29
3-4 PM NO Reconciliation 
4:30 PM Mass For the Parish

Sunday August 30
8:30 AM Mass Bonnie Fitzgerald
10:30 AM Mass John B McClavy




