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GREETINGS.  

A few updates.

On August 25th, we welcomed our students back to a new school year. As you 
know, we are still battling the pandemic. However, as many have been able to be 
vaccinated we are in better shape now than a year ago.  But, as most of our 
students have not become eligible yet, we are still taking precautions to protect 
their health and the health of all who come to our building. Pandemic or not, I 
am happy to see our students and teachers again as they bring such a vibrant feel 
to our parish campus. 

We had our semi-annual garage sale a couple of weeks ago and it was a great 
success. Thanks to our volunteers we were able to take in over $12,000. A big 
thanks to Maxine Novak and her army of volunteers and also to the youth of our 
parish for their help. All was much appreciated. 

Our next HT garage sale will be in March.

The first week of August, I was able to spend a week with family at one of our 
state parks. It was a  very enjoyable time. It was the first time I had seen some of 
the nieces and nephews in twelve months….kids sure do grow a lot over the 
course of year J .   

Have a good week.

Father Mark



PLEASE REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED... 
Karolyne Randazzo Mother of 
Sandy (Tim) Stacy of our Parish

Want more information? Call the Parish Office 515 255 3162 X128 M-F 8AM-4PM 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! To advertise, contact Andy
Negrete 255-3162 ext. 129 or andyn@holytrinitydm.org

DONATE AT MASS OR ONLINE AT https://holytrinitydm.org/donate

USHERS NEEDED!. As we are now required to maintain 

our holy obligation for Sunday masses, we need you!.

Here is what an usher will do:
• Arrive 15-20 before mass starts
• Escort those attending mass to open seats
• Seek and ask a family to bring up the gifts

• Seek and find people to help with Collection during 
the presentation of gifts if not enough ushers

This ministry is open to all individuals and families. We do 
ask that children be with an adult. Please contact Andy 
Negrete 255-3162 ext. 129 or andyn@holytrinitydm.org

____________________________________
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Budget - July 2021 - June 2022 $1,000,000
YTD Actual Tithing through Aug 22 $148,487
YTD Budget through Aug 22 $151,856

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS ENDING WEEK OF AUG 22 2021

YTD Overage (Deficit) ($3,369)
Tithing for the week ending Aug 22 $34,624
Number of Donations Received 312

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS IS ON TUESDAY SEPT 28

If you are planning on baptizing your child at Holy Trinity,
a Baptism Class is required. Please sign up for class by

calling the Parish Office at 255-3162 ext.128. We look
forward to celebrating this beautiful Sacrament with you!
_________________________________

Holy Trinity Music

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH--WE

INVITE YOU TO RCIA CLASSES If you’ve been coming to

Mass for a while, but are not Catholic, we invite you to
look deeper into the Catholic faith. Is someone you
know interested in learning more about becoming
Catholic? Or coming back to the Catholic Church? Our

Parish will soon begin a series of sessions to learn more

about the truths of the Catholic faith and our Church
family. We invite you to learn what Catholics believe in
an open and welcoming environment. These sessions
are also an opportunity for you to ask those confusing

and difficult questions you may have about the Church.

We will begin our journey on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in
the Church. The first session will be on Sep. 14th. Please
join us. If you have any questions, please contact the
Parish office, or Deacon Doug Renze at (515) 710-4168

or dougr@holytrinitydm.org.

________________________________

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES We are looking for

singers, pianists, and instrumentalists. Schola typically
provides music for the 10:30 AM Sunday Masses, twice a

month. Additionally, there are cantoring and song leading
opportunities throughout the year. Part time paid position
for Adult Choir Director, to direct the choir for our 10:30
mass/holidays. This person must have these qualifications:
Education In Music; Knowledge of liturgical music;
Experience in teaching music, Proficient in piano (and
other instruments also a plus). Contact Andy Negrete in
the Holy Trinity Parish Office 255-3162 ext.129
_________________________________

THE NEXT NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING WILL BE SUNDAY-

AUGUST 29TH AFTER 10:30 MASS for all students in grades 
4th-7th. If you would like to assist your Parish as a server, 
please come to training. Thank you for your help!
_________________________________

ADORATION We are in need of more volunteers for 

Thursday Adoration, particularly the 6-7 PM slot. It is a 
requirement of the Church that the blessed sacrament 

not be left unattended. Thank you.
_________________________________
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Want more information? Call the School Office 515 255 3162 X116 M-F 8AM-4PM Fax 515 255 1381 

Welcome to Holy 
Trinity School… 
Preschool and 
pRe-Kindergarten 
students!

BREAKING NEWS: Holy Trinity Catholic School is the 
ONLY school in Des Moines and 1 of only 18 in Iowa 
to be awarded “Model Professional Learning 
Community” status. One of about 200 Schools and Districts 

in the US and Canada receive this honor. Holy Trinity was recently 
recognized by Solution Tree for its sustained success in raising 
student achievement. HT’s successful implementation of the 
Professional Learning Communities at Work® process was a major 
contributing factor in the improved achievement of its students.

PLCs are schools and districts in which educators recognize the key 
to improved learning for students is on-going, job-embedded 
learning for the adults who serve those students. The three big 
ideas of a PLC call upon educators to:

1. Focus on learning.
2. Build a collaborative culture.
3. Create a results orientation.

Responding to news of the recognition, Ms Morrison said, “We are 
honored to be recognized for these efforts that benefit and improve 
education for our students, even in the midst of all the challenges of 
a global pandemic!”

Schools are recognized based on strict criteria, including 

demonstration of a commitment to PLC concepts, implementation 
of these concepts for at least three years, and clear evidence of 
improved student learning over that period. Once measurable 
results can be seen, the school must explain its practices, 
structures, and culture and submit its application for consideration 

by the PLC Review Committee. According to the Champions of PLC 
at Work®, educators in the schools and districts selected for this 
recognition have shown “a sustained commitment to helping all of 
their students achieve at high levels. They have been willing to 
alter the structure and culture of the organization to reflect their 

commitment. We applaud them and congratulate them for 
achieving this very significant milestone on the never-ending 
PLC journey.”

Recognized model PLC schools are listed on allthingsplc.info, where 

they share implementation strategies, structures, and performance 
with other educators interested in improving their schools. The site 
was developed and is maintained by Solution Tree, a leading 
provider of educational strategies and tools that improve staff and 
student performance. For more than 20 years, Solution Tree 

resources have helped K–12 teachers and administrators create 
schools where all children succeed.

https://www.allthingsplc.info/


Time to sign up for Faith Formation classes at Holy Trinity!
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Want more information? Go to dmdiocese.org

EMMAUS HOUSE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES IN EVERYDAY LIFE-

September 2021 - May 2022 Through various meditations, 
contemplations, and prayer practices compiled by St Ignatius 
Loyola, this 32-week transformative journey in everyday life 
draws us into a profound encounter with God, leading to a 
more intimate relationship with God and generous service of   

others. This retreat in everyday life is available in a group or one-
on-one format. The group format begins in September. If you 
are interested and would like to further explore your options for 
beginning this transformative eight-month journey, please 
email director@theemmaushouse.org as soon as possible. 

Also, please visit the Emmaus House website
(www.theemmaushouse.org) to learn more, and email 
director@theemmaushouse.org with any questions

___________________________

YOUNG CATHOLIC NETWORK

All young professionals in their 20s and 30s are
invited to the first event of the Young Catholic
Network on Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30PM!

Join us for an evening of networking and
fellowship at the Catholic Pastoral Center. Steve

Lacy, former CEO and Executive Chairman of the
Meredith Corporation will be our featured
speaker. Enjoy complimentary drinks and

appetizers while meeting other young Catholics
committed to professional growth. Attire is

business casual. Free childcare is provided.
Register by September 10 
at www.dmdiocese.org/ycn.

_________________________________

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES WITH CATHOLIC

CHARITIES Food Pantry: Wednesdays from noon –
3:45 PM to help distribute food and or pack food
items for clients. Emergency Family Shelter:
Tuesday or Thursday afternoon 1:00 – 5:00 PM to
help answer phones, light admin work and aid with

afternoon snack. To volunteer or for additional
information, please contact Holly Ackermann
hackermann@catholiccharitiesdm.org or
515-237-5027
_________________________________

MAN-UP WEST, SEPTEMBER 2021 Meet some of our newly

Ordained Priests -Friday, Sept. 10th at Noon/St. Francis of
Assisi Parish, West Des Moines Come and meet (some of)
our recently ordained priests and hear their unique

journeys to the priesthood. You may think you know their
stories but come and learn for yourself! This event will

inspire you to make an even stronger commitment to our
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. Lunch from
Chick-fil-A/Fellowship/Program: High Noon, St. Francis of

Assisi Catholic Church- 7075 Ashworth Rd, West Des
Moines, IA 50266 . Please register for this event

at https://www.iowacatholicradio.com/events

THANK YOU AGAIN SO MUCH FOR ALL YOUR HELP

WITH THE BLOOD DRIVE! Looking at the numbers,
we had a great blood drive. Thank you so much for

spreading the word and encouraging everyone to
come out and donate! Here are the official results
of the blood drive:

• 24 registered to donate
• 3 first time donors!!

• 21 were able to donate
• 24 units of blood collected!!!
• Up to 72 lives saved or sustained!!!!

THE THIRD OPTION We make marriage VOWS, not

promises or wishes…A free marriage enrichment program

is for all couples whether they are facing obstacles in their
marriage or just trying to make a good thing better! The
Third Option will meet every 2nd and 4th Monday on “IN
PERSON” at All Saints Catholic Church on 650 NE 52nd

Ave. in Des Moines, 50313. The workshop is held from 7-9
p.m. A new session begins September 13; however,
participants are welcome to join anytime. If you have
questions, or would like to register contact Adam Storey at
astorey@dmdiocese.org or 515-237-5056. You can also

contact Barb Berenguel at barbberenguel@yahoo.com or
515-229-0535.
___________________________
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August 20, 2021 

 

Haiti Disaster Relief  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

On August 14, 2021, Haiti suffered an earthquake that caused immense damage and substantial loss 
of life.  The country is reeling from this natural disaster and the effects of the 2010 major 
earthquake.  Tropical Storm Grace followed less than a week later, adding to a saga of devastation 
and destruction.  I ask that you join me in my prayers of support for the people of Haiti and a 
response to their sufferings as a unified Church.  

I am asking every faith community in our Diocese to take up a special collection over the 
weekend of August 28 and 29, 2021 for the humanitarian, long term recovery, and significant 
Church needs arising from these calamities.  Contributions may be made to the Diocese of Des 
Moines General Disaster Relief Fund.  Funds will be used in response to the earthquake and Tropical 
Storm Grace disasters in Haiti and other disasters that occur and will be distributed locally and 
globally where they are most needed.  

Specifically, the Diocese of Des Moines will make a grant from contributions to this special appeal 
and the General Disaster Relief Fund to support the United States Conference of Catholic (USCCB) 
Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund.  Funds are put towards pastoral and reconstruction needs of the 
Church as well as the efforts of Catholic Relief Services and/or Catholic Charities USA.  These 
agencies serve as the official relief agencies of the U.S. Catholic Church and respond to immediate 
emergency needs and aid in long-term rebuilding and recovery efforts.  

Donations can be made directly to the Diocese with the notation they are for disaster relief.  
Gifts can also be made online dmdiocese.org/giving.  May the God who is never outdone in 
generosity bless you as you reach out to those in need – locally and globally.  

Faithfully in Christ, 
 

 
 
Most Rev. William M. Joensen, Ph.D.  
Bishop of Des Moines 



Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

SPIRITUALITY OF THE READING

The Heart of the Matter
The people in this week’s Gospel are quarreling about who 
has and who hasn’t washed his hands for dinner.

If you were a follower of the Jewish custom of that time, 
you would know that every person was required to wash up 
before eating. The rule was “a tradition of the elders,” to 
preserve physical health, of course. But Jesus is now telling 
people they have to live also from the inner meaning of 

traditions and laws.

So, let us talk about the interior of traditions, rules 
and laws.

Children do not yet have a developed interior value system, 
as parents know.

“It is bedtime. Let’s brush our teeth and get our 
pajamas on.”
“I don’t want to.”
“I know, it is hard to stop playing and go to bed. I 
understand. But bedtime is here so let's get started.”
“But why?”
“Because we have to get our rest so we can be bright 
and cheerful tomorrow.”
“Why?”
“Because I said so, now get moving.”

Rules, the right ones, must be imposed upon a child.

As we grow up, the child’s “why?” question gets answered 
by experience and maturity. Adults go to bed because they 
need a certain amount of sleep each night and they know it. 
Well, at least a lot of us do.

But why have rules and laws in the first place? I have heard 
the following: rules are meant to describe the minimum 
that has to be done in order to belong to a country or state 
or city or business or group or family. Not too many rules, 
not too few.

This is difficult to achieve. Under the best circumstances, 

people follow rules because their allegiance comes from within 

and they act from their own desire.

Apply this to a group. Take a faith-sharing group, for instance. 
It has an implicit expectation, even a requirement, that its 

members be present at each weekly meeting. What if a person 

shows up only once or twice a year, but in that case, is the 
heart-and-soul of the discussion? And what if another person 
attends every single meeting but contributes nothing and in 
fact has no interest in the topics?

Neither person really fits well into the group, but which would 
you rather work with? The first has real relevance to the 
organization and might not need much convincing to come 
more often (and therefore comply better to the rule). But it 

would be much harder to kindle a fire in the second, wouldn’t 

it, the one who is following the external rule but not its insides.

The interior life of Jesus IS the Holy Spirit of love. Jesus knew 
that any law of the Kingdom of God must emerge from love or 

else be empty. He was angry that Pharisees and Scribes had 

manipulated exterior laws to feed their own egos. “This people 
honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

He is not telling them to ignore the laws and have just inner 

devotion. He is saying you must have both, external plus 

internal adherence. Would it be worth it for you and me to 
look at the various obligations in our life and weigh how much 
correspondence they have to our inner values and convictions?

Maybe that would help us have the right heart both inside and 

outside.

John Foley, SJ

N O T E S  O N  T H E  M A S S  A U G  2 9  2 0 2 1

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082921.cfm


Question for Children: What steps can you take to 

more humbly welcome Christ into your heart?

Question for Youth: Jesus warns about the things that 
will lead us away from God. What tempts you away 
from being the person that God created you to be?

Question for Adults: Based on this reading from James, 
what is the sign in one’s life that faith is present?

Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Augustine, Bishop and Doctor
Augustine was the eldest son of St. Monica and 
Patricius, a pagan Roman official. As a young man, he 
studied at the university at Carthage with the intent of 
becoming a lawyer, but gave up law to devote himself 

to literary pursuits. Along the way, he abandoned his 
Christian faith. He eventually moved to Milan, where 
he was impressed by the sermons of St. Ambrose, the 
bishop of the city. His influence, as well as the prayers 
of his mother, brought him back to Christianity and he 

was baptized by Ambrose at the Easter Vigil in 387. 
Augustine became one of the greatest teachers and 
theologians of the church, and his works are studied 
widely yet today.

Augustine's message today: It took over thirty years 
for Augustine to recognize what God was calling him to 
do. When he accepted that call, he became one of the 
Church’s greatest theologians. We all know people 
whose talents could be of great service to God if they 

were to acknowledge and embrace their calling. Are 
you one of these people?

Do you pray for those who might perform wonders if 
they turned their lives around? Or do you just dismiss 
these people?

READING I Deuteronomy 4:1-8 (125B)

PSALM 15:2-5

READING II James 1:17-27

GOSPEL Mark 7:1-23

B R I N G  T H E  G O S P E L  H O M E  A U G  2 9  2 0 2 1

DONATE AT MASS OR ONLINE AT https://holytrinitydm.org/donate

https://holytrinitydm.org/donate


SUNDAY
8/29

MONDAY
8/30

TUESDAY 
8/31

WEDNESDAY 
9/1

THURSDAY 
9/2

FRIDAY 
9/3

SATURDAY
9/4

HOLY 
TRINITY 
SCHOOL

FIRST DAY 
OF SCHOOL 
PS3 & PK4

$1 Jeans Day
Hosted by 

Grade 7

School and KC 
Closed for
Labor Day 

Monday  Sept 6

FAITH 
FORMATION

ADULT FAITH 
FORMATION

Mass 
8:30AM

10:30AM

No Communion 
Service

Mass
8:30AM

School Mass
8:30AM

Hosted by 
Grade 8

Mass
8AM

Adoration 
2-9PM

Rosary 
4:15PM

Mass
8:30AM

Reconciliation
3-3:45PM

Sunday Vigil Mass 
4:30PM

Sunday 
Reading Grp

MEN’S 
7:30AM SR
WOMEN’S
8:30AM CH

AND
MORE

Boy Scout
Recruitment 

Night 
6:30PM SR

School and Parish 
Offices Closed 
for Labor Day 

Monday Sept 6

PA R I S H  C A L E N D A R  W E E K  O F  A U G  2 9  2 0 2 1

CH: Church 101-106: Classrooms DC: Day Chapel K: Kitchen MC: Media Center PO: Parish Office SR: Social Room 

Want more information? Call the Parish Office 515 255 3162 X128 M-F 8AM-4PM 

NEXT WEEK LITURGICAL MINISTERS / ALTAR SERVERS

Saturday Sep 4 4:30 PM Sunday Vigil
Altar Servers Ella Kiernan & Volunteers
Lectors Olivia Kiernan & Kathie Obradovich
EMHC Team 1
Musical Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday Sep 5 8:30 AM
Altar Servers Copic Server & Cody Heikes
Lectors Ann Benetti & John Goode
EMHC Team 3
Children’s Liturgy No Children’s Liturgy
Musical Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday Sep 5 10:30 AM 
Altar Servers Max Fahnlander & Volunteers
Lectors Margaret Toomey & Terry Smith
EMHC Team 2

Children’s Liturgy No Children’s Liturgy 
Musical Coordinator TBA

WEEKEND MASSES Sat 4:30 PM / Sun 8:30 & 10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES Tue, Wed & Fri 8:30 AM / Thurs 8AM

MASS / LITURGY SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

Sunday Aug 29
8:30 AM Mass Howard Turner Jr
10:30 AM Mass John B. McClavy

Monday Aug 30 NO Communion Service

Tuesday Aug 31
8:30 AM Mass Tom Goodwin

Wednesday Sep 1
8:30 AM Mass Margaret Pommer

Thursday Sep 2
8 AM Mass Betty & Vern Leach
2-9 PM Adoration
4:15 PM Rosary

Friday Sep 3
8:30 AM Mass Jim Cooney

Saturday Sep 4
3-3:45 PM Reconciliation 
4:30 PM Mass Marcie Coleman

Sunday Sep 5
8:30 AM Mass For the Parish
10:30 AM Mass Evelyn Bisanti

September Altar Servers 
 

2021 
  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 
      1  2  3  4 

            4:30 pm Ella Kiernan 
and Volunteers 

5  6  7  8  9  10  11 
8:30 am Copic Server & 
Cody Heikes 
10:30 am Max Fahnlander 
& Volunteers 

 

          4:30 pm Payton/Owen  
Wolfe & Volunteer 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18 
8:30 am  McAndrews 
Family 
10:30 am Kinsley Longfield 
& Claire Zwier 

          4:30 pm Tyler Leo and 
Volunteers 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25 
8:30 am  Gabe Polich & 
Volunteers 
10:30 am Catie Wilwerding 
& Volunteers 

          4:30 pm Ella Kiernan 
and Volunteers 

26  27  28  29  30     
8:30 am Cameron Goode & 
Jack Ernst 
10:30 am Max Fahnlander 
& Volunteers 

           

             
             




