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of Advent

Journey TOGETHER

Hope
“Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when
the time will come.”
Mark 13:33-37

JOIN US IN PERSON OR WORSHIP ONLINE HERE
www.holytrinitydm.org Rev. Mark Neal, Pastor 515 255 3162 X126 www.virtualclassroom.net/ht
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Dec Blog | The Gift That Keeps On Giving | By Father Mark Neal
This holiday season--what’s the best gift you can give your children? Your grandchildren? Or any child? Is it the latest
gadget? A toy they’ve been asking for all year? (I remember asking for a mini bike….but mom said it was too dangerous so I
got something more appropriate). We all try to give our children what is best for them...but did you know one of the most
lasting gifts you can give your children is a Catholic Education? I don’t say this only because I am the Pastor at Holy Trinity,
but also from personal experience.
This is something that was given to me by my parents. And I believe that my Holy Trinity Catholic education offered me an
opportunity to fully understand and truly believe in my Catholic faith, which in turn has helped me navigate the many
twists and turns in life with better purpose and a real sense of who I am and who I am not.
I understand that choosing to send your children to Catholic schools is costly: in essence you are paying twice--through
your taxes for a “free” public education and then for tuition. But it really is the gift that keeps on giving "more", it’s
something that stays with your child for life: into high school, when they head off to college and then into the “real world”.
I don’t mean "more" in the sense of only upward mobility, but more spiritually to provide that faith, that guidance, to help
become young people who are deeply connected to a community of belief. And isn’t that something we’ve discovered is so
critical in this pandemic? That sense of something that keeps us all together, even when we have been so torn apart?
We all wish the best for our children and work to give them what they need. But we are all only human. By inviting God
into their lives every day, through prayer, through the foundational teachings of our Church, through authentic integration
in academic education, through the joy of the liturgy, we are giving them so much more than wisdom. We are giving them
the ability to truly believe.
This #GivingTuesday, please consider donating to our “Adopt a Student” fund here. Or just choose to enroll your student at
our school (that journey starts here). I am confident you will be glad you did! There is not a day that goes by that I don’t
quietly thank my mother and father in prayer for doing so.
I pray that your holiday is a happy one, that your family is whole and that you will all be well in the new year. I also ask that
you consider choosing to give your children the greatest gift of all this Christmas: the chance to grow in wisdom and faith at
Holy Trinity Catholic School.
May God Bless you, your family and the Holy Trinity Community.
Fr Mark Neal

DONATE AT MASS OR ONLINE AT https://holytrinitydm.org/donate
Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH NOV 29 2020

JOIN US FOR MASS or worship online on Facebook after
https://www.facebook.com/htschooldm. Please click on
VIDEO on Facebook and you will be able to select the one
you want to watch.
_____________________________________

ADVENT TAIZE’ December 6, 13, 20 at 6PM at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church. Advent marks the beginning of the
Liturgical year. The birth of Jesus is coming soon and with
His birth comes Hope. Join Holy Trinity in Taize’ prayer this
Advent season. Our simple, short service lasts 30-40
minutes and invites us to deepen our spirituality and faith
in an environment of soft light, simple song, scripture
reading and short periods of silence. Participants find they
leave feeling connected, hopeful, and filled with
gratitude. This is an ecumenical service and open to all
Christians. (Note: The Diocesan mask mandate will apply to
this service as well.) Join us as we journey through Advent.
_________________________________________
WE STILL NEED HELP!! Ushers and cleaners needed for after
the 8:30 and 10:30 Sunday Masses. Call Andy Negrete 2553162 ext. 129 or email him at andyn@holytrinitydm.org
__________________________________________
ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED We can have 1 Altar Server at
Weekend Masses. Eligible servers are students
already trained with Parental Permission. Parents—email
carolynr@holytrinitydm.org with student’s name and
Mass time availability. Monthly Server Schedule will be
sent soon.
___________________________________________
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! To advertise, contact Andy
Negrete 255-3162 ext. 129 or andyn@holytrinitydm.org

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS PROJECT-WE NEED
YOU TO SIGN UP NOW! If your family needs help with
food or toys this Christmas, or if you know of a local
family who needs help, please contact the Parish Office at
255-3162. We provide a bountiful food basket and toys the
weekend before Christmas, but to do so we need advance
planning. Please let the Parish Office know now and be
ready to provide contact info so we can get in touch.
__________________________________

_________________________________________
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED...
Bob Weast, parishioner and faithful musician
at Holy Trinity
Jim Cooney, parishioner and father of Brian (Janice)
Cooney, Tim (Sandy) Cooney, and Michael (Tomi)
Cooney of our Parish
Larry Scarpino, parishioner and father of Lisa (Dennis)
Wiggins of our Parish

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS ENDING WEEK OF NOV 15 2020
Budget - July 2020 - June 2021
YTD Actual Tithing through Nov 15
YTD Budget through Nov 15

$1,008,000
$389,440
$386,966

YTD Overage (Deficit)
Tithing for the week ending Nov 15
Number of Donations Received

Want more information? Call the Parish Office 515 255 3162 X128 M-F 8AM-4PM

$2,474
$32,055
308

2020 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS OVERVIEW

2020

Advent will begin on Saturday Nov 28 and Sunday Nov 29
this year with our regular Mass schedule

2020 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS LITURGY PREVIEW
FEAST OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Tuesday Dec 8 8:30AM and 6:30PM
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES*
Thursday, December 24 4PM 6:30PM 10PM
Friday December 25 8:30AM
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY MASSES
Saturday December 26 4:30PM
Sunday Dec 27 8:30AM 10:30AM
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Friday, January 1 9AM

CHRISTMAS MASS
TAIZÉ SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
6PM Sundays - December 6, 13, 20
Join us this Advent season for Taizé,
an ecumenical prayer service that invites us
to find a quiet place of peace in the middle
of the busy Christmas season. Taizé is a
meditative prayer service that incorporates
scripture, song and periods of silence in an
atmosphere of soft lighting. Taizé will be
held on December 6th, 13th and 20th at 6
PM at Holy Trinity and will last about 45
minutes. We hope you can join us.

TAIZÉ SERVICES
*Reservations required for Christmas Masses. Look for links and guidelines coming soon! All Masses will also be online.

Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

NOTES FROM THE SCHOOL NOV 29 2020

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE – BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE
For nearly 40 years, the National Blue Ribbon program has recognized both public and
private elementary, middle and high schools based on overall academic excellence or
their progress in closing achievement gaps among student subgroups. This award affirms
the hard work of students, educators, families, and communities in creating safe and
welcoming schools where students master challenging and engaging content.
Over 30 percent of Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools hold Blue Ribbon Designation,
including Holy Trinity. And all of our schools are accredited through the state of Iowa. As
accredited non-public schools, Diocese of Des Moines Catholic schools are uniquely
positioned to successfully integrate and exceed the Iowa Core Curriculum. As a result, our
students consistently demonstrate higher scores on Iowa Assessments when compared
to schools across the state. To learn more, visit https://www.dmdiocese.org/catholicschools and discover
the Catholic school difference.
DESCUBRA LA DIFERENCIA - ESCUELAS CON LA DISTINCIÓN DEL PREMIO BLUE RIBBON
Durante casi 40 años, el programa National Blue Ribbon ha reconocido a las escuelas
primarias, intermedias y secundarias públicas y privadas basándose en la excelencia
académica general o en su progreso para cerrar las brechas de rendimiento entre los
subgrupos de estudiantes. Este premio afirma el arduo trabajo de los estudiantes,
educadores, familias y comunidades para crear escuelas seguras y acogedoras donde los
estudiantes dominen el contenido desafiante y atractivo.
Más del 30 por ciento de las escuelas católicas de la Diócesis de Des Moines tienen la
designación Blue Ribbon, y todas nuestras escuelas están acreditadas a través del estado
de Iowa. Como escuelas no públicas acreditadas, las escuelas católicas de la Diócesis de
Des Moines están en una posición única para integrar y superar con éxito el plan de
estudios básico de Iowa. Como resultado, nuestros estudiantes constantemente
demuestran puntajes más altos en las evaluaciones de Iowa en comparación con las
escuelas de todo el estado. Para obtener más información, visite
https://www.dmdiocese.org/catholic-schools y descubre la diferencia de las
escuelas católicas.
_____________________________________________________________________

Did you know $10 can
help a student stay in
Catholic Education? $25 can
assist Holy Trinity in putting
up a permanent audio/visual
system so you can always
tune in online for Mass and
more. $100 can help feed
the hungry. Holy Trinity
Catholic Church and School is
always doing good for all in
need. Please consider
donating on this
Giving Tuesday Dec 1
https://holytrinitydm.org/donate

Thank you for your generosity.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
PS3 Associate
Holy Trinity Catholic School is currently seeking a full time 3 year old preschool associate for the 2020-2021 school year. This
position reports Monday through Friday, 7:50AM – 3:20PM assisting a lead teacher. Paraeducator certification preferred but not
required. Qualified candidates are able to assist in creating a supportive classroom atmosphere that nurtures students to
recognize their gifts and talents through learning, faith, and collaboration.
4th Grade Teacher
Holy Trinity Catholic School is currently seeking a full time 4th Grade Teacher for the 2020-2021 school year. This position will be
responsible for teaching a class of 4th Grade students by creating a supportive classroom atmosphere that nurtures students to
recognize their gifts and talents through learning, faith, and collaboration.
For more information about either job, please contact Melissa Reder at mreder@htschool.org or check out this link with more
details. Please apply at www.teachiowa.gov

Want more information? Call the School Office 515 255 3162 X116 M-F 8AM-4PM Fax 515 255 1381

NOTES FROM THE PTO & MORE NOV 29 2020

SCRIP VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED The PTO is looking
for volunteers to help
coordinate SCRIP. If you
are interested, please
email Kaela Smith,
kaela.j.smith@gmail.com,
to learn more. SCRIP is a
vital fundraiser for our
school and we need
someone to fill this role
immediately. Thank you!

BEAVERDALE HOLIDAY
BOUTIQUE Would like to
thank everyone who
helped, purchased or
donated. We appreciate
your support in this
important PTO
fundraising effort.

https://www.ewtn.com/advent/definitions.aspx
?mc_cid=3bab77b639&mc_eid=f397c67f1f
___________________________

THE HOLY TRINITY
SPIRIT STORE IS NOW
CLOSED. Thank you all
for your orders! We
will have another sale
this Spring. Questions?
Contact Kari RogersHensley at
krog810@gmail.com

HOLY TRINITY
WALKATHON
Thank you to all who
made this happen
and to all who
supported/donated
this important PTO
fundraising effort.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! A big thank
you to all those who contributed to our
Inner Visions Baby Bottle Campaign.
We raised $1280.00 from Holy
Trinity Parish this year. Your support
is greatly appreciated.

Want more information? Call the School Office 515 255 3162 X116 M-F 8AM-4PM Fax 515 255 1381

COMMUNITY & DIOCESE NOV 29 2020

The 2020 Dinner in December
has been postponed.
Due to rising Covid-19 Cases and
current capacity precautions and
regulations, we have made the
decision to postpone our Dinner in
December to a later date when we can
all meet comfortably as a
community. This date is to be
determined at a later time, but we will
update you as soon as it is set. We
apologize for the inconvenience.
We hope we can all meet for this great
event soon, and we thank you for your
continued support of the station. If
you have purchased a ticket for the
2020 Dinner in December already, we
are more than happy to offer you a
refund, or we can keep your spot
reserved for the future date. Please
email contact@kwky.com to let us
know which option you would prefer.
https://www.catholiccharitiesdm.org/nri/

Is anyone in YOUR family DIVORCED? Please give someone a copy of this
ad or invite them to The Catholic’s DIVORCE SURVIVAL Guide 12-week
group which begins December 6th at Holy Trinity Parish, 2926 Beaver
Ave, Des Moines, IA 50310. Cost of $30 per person includes a “Personal
Survival Guide” and all materials for 12 weeks. Find comfort and counsel
consistent with Catholic teachings. Call Bill and Ann Moore for more
information, or to register, at 515-480-3314 (Bill) 641-425-0109 (Ann) or
email moorefamilydsm@gmail.com. For more information
visit www.catholicsdivorce.com

Want more information? Go to www.desmoinesdiocese.org or call 515 255 3162

FROM THE COMMUNITY NOV 29 2020

Every December, Bidwell Riverside Center hosts a holiday toy pantry for hundreds of families who need toys and
stocking-stuffers for their children. This year, the event will be by appointment only and spread out over the next
couple of weeks to ensure social distancing. Last year, we impacted more than 1,700 children through our
holiday program, and we hope to serve just as many this year. We know that because of the pandemic, families
living in poverty are struggling more than ever, and will need extra assistance around the holidays this year.
What age toys are needed?
New toys for all ages (0-12) and gift cards for all ages (13-17) are needed to make this event happen.
What else can I donate?
Cash donations, gift cards, and new blankets (or quilts) are needed. For a complete listing of accepted items, go
to the Holiday Toy Drive web page.
Where should I drop off my toy donations?
Toys and Toy Drives may be dropped off by appointment, or we also offer a no-contact drop-off option this year.
By appointment: Please email Missy Reams at mreams@bidwellriverside.org or at 515-244-6251 option 5.
Please allow a minimum of 24 hours for scheduling.
No contact Drop-off Bin: Starting Monday, November 30th, there will be a no contact drop off bin to drop off toys
behind the yellow building by our administrative office (yellow building). The bin will be outside and people can
just put new toys in the bin and we will come out bring them in. No contact drop off times will be:
• Mon – Wed – Fri 9 AM – 4 PM
• Tue – Thu 9 AM – 6PM
No contact drop off – staying in your car option: If you call a day ahead, we can coordinate a no contact drop off
time. You will pull up in your car and just pop the trunk and we will grab the items for you. Please call 515-2446251 to schedule this, and allow a minimum of 24 hours to schedule.
Shop our Amazon Toy Pantry List We know some people may not be comfortable spending time in the store
and then dropping the toys off at Bidwell, so we created an Amazon list. When you purchase toys from this list,
they ship directly to us, making it easier than ever to support the Bidwell Riverside Holiday Toy Pantry!

Want more information? Go to www.desmoinesdiocese.org or call 515 255 3162

NOTES ON THE MASS NOV 29 2020

SPIRITUALITY OF THE READING
Waiting for Patience
“I want patience and I want it now,” or so the joke goes.
Fine. But remember, the purpose of Advent is to wait.
Did you ever stay awake on Christmas eve as a child and
sneak into a hiding place in order to see the Christmas tree
being decorated? I surely did. I was impatient. We kids also
had big felt stockings hung on each of our doors and I
remember during the night trying to keep an eye open to
see Santa or the Good Fairy or at least someone putting the
prizes into it.
Did I keep my eyes open all night? No. I woke in the morning
to find a bulging stocking, mysteriously full, having arrived
by magic alone. So, I had gone to sleep instead of patiently
spying. Patience is not often a virtue of the young.
Hopkins, the Jesuit poet, has a poem on patience that
speaks to this first Advent Sunday.
Patience, hard thing! the hard thing but to pray,
But bid for, patience is! Patience who asks,
Wants war, wants wounds; weary his times, his tasks;
To do without, take tosses, and obey.
Rare patience roots in these and, these away,
No-where. Natural heart’s-ivy, Patience masks
Our ruins of wrecked past purpose. There she basks
Purple eyes and seas of liquid leaves all day.
We hear our hearts grate on themselves;
it kills To bruise them dearer. Yet the rebellious wills
Of us we do bid God bend to him even so.
And where is he who more and more distils
Delicious kindness?—he is patient. Patience fills
his crisp combs, and that comes those ways we know.

Our most beloved plans and purposes come often to wreckage,
just like ancient buildings. Patience resembles beautiful ivy,
Hopkins says, gradually spreading its way over the rubble,
making it a picture of quiet composure. The phrase, “Purple eyes
and seas of liquid leaves,” doesn’t just remind us of how ivy
looks, it bathes us in the luxury, the peace and the relief of such
a sight. Hopkins portrays patience also as “delicious kindness,” a
honey that fills the combs of our lives. A gift to us.
Still, parts of this poem may be difficult to understand
immediately, so I want to be crass and suggest its meaning in
prose:
1) Patience is difficult because usually it grows only in adversity.
2) Yet, like ivy it gradually covers with quiet beauty the failures
of our lives. (The “purple eyes” are berries.)
3) Our hearts are like stones chafing on each other, bruising
themselves dearer (the word “dearer” is used in England to
mean “at greater cost.”) Yet even so, we ask God to bend our
defiant wills to him.
4) Hopkins ends with a comparison of God to the bees who—
patiently—fill up honeycombs.
God’s kindness provides us with comfort and also time to
prepare—an allowance of days, weeks, years, and even a
lifetime—to get ready, to desire, and gradually, along the way,
to receive. With patience. Even though infants demand their
every wish be granted right now, our adult humanity is simply
too deep to get an instant fill-up.
If there were nothing worth waiting for, then patience would be
silly. The birth of Christ into this world and into our hearts is well
worth the wait. We know that his birth has happened already—
but also, in a surprising way, it has not happened at all. We are
still mean to our neighbors. We still hide truth from those who
love us. We envy and lust after what is not ours., and there is
horrendous evil all around us in this twenty-first century.
We need the birth of Jesus into our hearts, into the world.
We need Advent patience.
John Foley, SJ

Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162

BRING THE GOSPEL HOME NOV 29 2020

READING I: Isaiah 63: 16b-17; 64:1, 3b-8
PSALM: 80 1ac, 2b, 14-18
READING II: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
GOSPEL: Mark 13:33-37
Question for Children: What special
things do you do to get ready for a
visitor at your house? What things can
you do like that to get ready for Jesus?
Question for Youth: What is one thing
that you can do this week to help you
remember that Jesus is coming?
Question for Adults: When you’re
getting ready to receive a guest, what
are some things you do? How do you
apply this to receiving Christ?
SAINT OF THE WEEK
Andrew, Apostle, First Century
Andrew, a native of Bethsaida, was a fisherman like his father, John, and his brother, Simon. When John the Baptist began
preaching penance, Andrew became his disciple.
One day, Jesus passed by while John was preaching and John said, "Behold the lamb of God." Andrew immediately grasped
John's meaning and went off after Jesus, staying with him for several hours. Based on this encounter, Butler's Lives of the
Saints credits Andrew with being Jesus' first disciple. Convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, Andrew brought his brother to
meet him whereupon Simon also became a disciple, and later received the name of Peter from Jesus.
At first, Andrew and Peter did not leave their fishing to join Jesus in his ministry but listened to him whenever their business
allowed. Later, Jesus found Andrew and Simon casting their nets into the lake and said to them, "Come after me and I will
make you fishers of men" (Mt 4:19). At that point Andrew and Peter abandoned their nets and answered Jesus' call.
Little more is known about Andrew beyond an occasional mention in the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles. Legend has it,
however, that Andrew preached the Good News in what is now modern Greece and Turkey and was martyred at Patras.
St. Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland and Russia. His patronage of Scotland is based on an unsubstantiated myth that his
relics were carried by St. Rule to Scotland in the fourth century. The origin of his patronage of Russia is derived from a
spurious legend that he preached in that country as far as Kiev.
Andrew's message today: Hearing Jesus’ words convinced Andrew that the Messiah had come at last. While we can’t hear
Jesus’ words directly, our faith in Jesus as the Messiah grows as we study the Word of God in Scripture.
Do you spend some time each day studying the Word of God? Check in a local Christian bookstore or your parish library for
books and other resources which may help in your pursuit.

Want more information? Go to www.holytrinitydm.org or call 515 255 3162
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SUNDAY
11/29

MONDAY
11/30

TUESDAY
12/1

WEDNESDAY
12/2

THURSDAY
12/3

FRIDAY
12/4

SATURDAY
12/5

Mass
8 AM

School Mass
8:30AM
Hosted by 7TH

Sunday
Reading Group
MEN’S 7:30AM
SR
WOMEN’S
8:30AM CH

Giving Tuesday
https://holytrinit
ydm.org/donate

HOLY
TRINITY
SCHOOL

Faith Formation
All Grades
6:30PM
on Zoom

FAITH
FORMATION
Mass
8:30AM

No Communion
Service

Mass
10:30AM

ADULT FAITH
FORMATION

School Mass
8:30AM
Grades K-2
RCIA
6:30PM
on Zoom

FIRST
SUNDAY OF
ADVENT:
HOPE

AND
MORE

Mass
8:30AM
Hosted by 5T

Adoration
2-9PM
Rosary
4:15PM

Knights of
Columbus
Meeting
7PM SR

Mass
4:30PM
ONLINE
No Room at
the Inn
7PM

SECOND
SUNDAY OF
ADVENT:
PREPARE

CH: Church 101-106: Classrooms DC: Day Chapel K: Kitchen MC: Media Center PO: Parish Office SR: Social Room
MASS / LITURGY SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS
Sunday Nov 29 First Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM Mass
For the Parish
10:30 AM Mass
Robert Bell
Monday Nov 30

NO Communion Service

Tuesday Dec 1
8:30 AM Mass

Jim Cooney

Wednesday Dec 2
8:30 AM Mass

Larry Scarpino

Thursday Dec 3
2-9 PM Rosary at 4:15PM
8 AM Mass

Bernard Volz

Friday Dec 4
8:30 AM Mass

Betty Regan

Saturday Dec 5
3-4 PM
4:30 PM Mass

NO Reconciliation
For the Parish

Sunday Dec 6 Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM Mass
Peggy Hawkins
10:30 AM Mass
Vicki Smith

NEXT WEEK LITURGICAL MINISTERS / ALTAR SERVERS
Saturday, Dec 5 4:30 PM Second Sunday of Advent
Altar Server
Gabe Dushane
Lectors
Mary Sanders & Chris Lang
EMHC
Team 2
Musical Coordinator
Tom Quiner
Sunday, Dec 6 8:30 AM
Altar Server
Lectors
EMHC
Children’s Liturgy
Musical Coordinator

Second Sunday of Advent
Gabe Polich
Doug Gross & Scott Flood
Team 1
No Children’s Liturgy
Tom Quiner

Sunday, Dec 6 10:30 AM
Altar Server
Lectors
EMHC
Children’s Liturgy
Musical Coordinator

Second Sunday of Advent
Max Fahnlander
Mark Amadeo & Jim Wilwerding
Team 1
No Children’s Liturgy
Dr. Kevin Allemagne

WEEKEND MASSES Sat 4:30 PM / Sun 8:30 & 10:30 AM
WEEKDAY COMMUNION SERVICE Mon 8 AM
WEEKDAY MASSES Tue, Wed & Fri 8:30 AM / Thurs 8AM
RECONCILIATION Sat 3-4PM

Want more information? Call the Parish Office 515 255 3162 X128 M-F 8AM-4PM

Mass Times 8:30AM and 6:30PM
December 8

