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June 12, 2022

Founders’ Day



Campus Evolution

• Founding (1920-1926)

• Growth (1927-1963)

• Maturity (1964-2022)



Founding & Growth
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Maturity
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Founding (1920-1926)

• Father Francis B. Ostdiek 1888-1981
• Ordained May 1913

• Land purchase agreement July 28, 1920

• Father arrived August 7, 1920

• First church 1920

• First school / second church 1921-1922

• Second rectory 1926

Fr. Ostdiek 1963 Holy Trinity Archives  



Father Ostdiek

• Family Portrait 

Ordination Day Portrait Des Moines Tribune “50 Years a Priest”, June 15, 1963



First Church

• Dedicated 1920

• Fr. Ostdiek salvaged materials from Camp Dodge

Photo labeled “The Hut” Holy Trinity Archives Perry Chief, June 24, 1920



First Rectory

• Before 1926

• Site of present church

“The First Rectory” Holy Trinity Archives



Second Church / First School

• Chapel on top floor dedicated 1921

• School on lower two floors opened 1922

• Location south of current church

Church & School, E Elevation lkg W Holy Trinity Archives Location



Second Church

Interior looking south Diocese of Des Moines Archives Steven Avella The Catholic Church in Southwest Iowa, 2018



Second Church / First School

• Church space converted to school use circa 1937

• Building demolished 1985

Campus 1985 looking northwest H. T. Archives Church & School 1985 looking northwest H. T. Archives



Second Rectory

Rectory looking west from Beaver Ave H. T. Archives

• Completed 1926

• Location SE of current church

• Brick veneer garage west of rectory

Location



Second Rectory

Rectory looking northwest ca. 1985 Holy Trinity Archives

• Reported as the parish house

• 100 H.T. families & 125 students

• Demolished 1985

Des Moines Register, October 19, 1926



Growth 1927-1963



Third Church 1936

Third Church looking SE Holy Trinity Archives

• Basement church proposed March 1936

• Church dedicated December 20, 1936

• Converted to Parish Hall 1957 - 1985

Location D.M. Register 3-25-1936



Third Church 1936

1941 mass, Fr. Deer celebrant Holy Trinity Archives 

• Demolished 1985

DM Register Dec. 21, 1936 DM Register Jul 23, 1934



Stations of the Cross 1944

Des Moines Register February 24, 1944



School Addition

Construction looking northeast Holy Trinity Archives

• Completed ca. 1948

• Housed lower grades after Building C built

Location



School Addition

Construction looking SE to 1936 church Holy Trinity Archives

• Demolished 1985

Addition looking NE in 1985 Holy Trinity Archives



Larceny

Steve Stimmel 2020 

• Students raised funds for a used bell

• Theft from yard near rectory 1950

• Recovered in Moline IL

Des Moines Register, Sep 27, 1950 p. 11



Campus

• 1957

• Former school & 
addition

• Rectories

• 3rd & 4th churches

• Pre-K building

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 1920-1957 Vol. 4, Images 40 and 53 of 66
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Fourth Church

Façade Holy Trinity Archives

• Completed 1957

Location: Polk County Auditor 2021 Pictometry base map 



Church Design Approval

Approval Document Diocese of Des Moines Archives

• HT Corporation approval 1955

• Marc Gruenenfelder, architect
• From Kirkwood MO

• Approved by
• Bishop Edward C. Daly

• Vicar General L. V.  Lyons

• George E. O’Malley

• William L. Hinds

• F. B. Ostdiek



Church Cornerstone

Des Moines Tribune March 31, 1956 

• Cornerstone placed March 1956



Church Dedication

• Altars consecrated December 16, 1956

• Church dedicated April 28, 1957

• $408,000

1988 Holy Trinity Archives Des Moines Tribune, June 15, 1963



Class Photo

Margaret Durbala Photo, Holy Trinity Archives

• 1958 8th Grade Graduation



Growing Pains

6th Grade Class in First Federated Church Des Moines Register September 9, 1959



Convent/Offices & School Addition

School & convent looking southwest Steve Stimmel 2000

• Convent (Building B) & School (Building C)

• Completed 1959

• William Meehan architect

Location: Polk County Auditor 2021 Pictometry base map 

B C



School & Convent Addition

• Dedicated August 7, 1960

• 40th Anniversary of Parish

Building dedication Des Moines Tribune August 6, 1960



School & Convent Addition

• School enrollment was 700

• Grades 5-8 in 8 new classrooms

• Grades 1-4 remained in 1922 building

Campus Sketch. New Convent & School at left Diocesan Archives



Fr. Ostdiek Golden Sacerdotal 
Anniversary 

• 1963

Dedication Booklet Diocesan Archives



Fr. Ostdiek on Morality 1968

Article Des Moines Register January 20, 1969



Fr. Ostdiek on Modern Life 1969

Holy Trinity bulletin excerpt Des Moines Register January 20, 1969



Maturity 1964-2022



Pastoral Succession

• Father Ostdiek resigned September 1969

• Moved to current pre-kindergarten building

• Pastoral team ministry in 1970s

Msgr. John McIlhon 1969-1973     Fr. Bernard Gottner 1969-1978Pre-K looking West Holy Trinity Archives



Pastoral Succession

• Father Richard Gubbels 1978-1986

Holy Trinity photo Steve Stimmel 2020 Fr. Gubbels Holy Trinity Archives



Garage Sale

Volunteers Steve Stimmel August 3, 2021

• First sale early 1980s
• Held in rectory garage
• Margaret Lause & Gwen 

Schmitt held first garage sale 
during fall festival

• Moved to church hall; 
expanded to old school 
basement

• Gerry Freiburger, Carlise Duff, 
Harold Bean managed early 
sales

Interview, Geri Freiburger Steve Stimmel March 20, 2020



Third Rectory

• Approved 1984

Rectory looking SW Steve Stimmel 2020 Purchase Approval Diocese of Des Moines Archives



Parish Center (Building A)

Rendering looking northwest Holy Trinity Archives

• Completed 1985

• Frevert Ramsey Kobes architect

Location Polk County Auditor 2021 Pictometry base map

A



Pastoral Succession

• Father James Laurenzo 1985-1993

Holy Trinity photo Steve Stimmel 2020 Fr Jim, Kathy Letz Holy Trinity Archives



PATCH Apartment Ministry

Interview: Betty and Mary Riordan by Steve Stimmel January 8, 2020

• Founded 1985

• PATCH founded by parishioners Betty Riordan and sister-in-law 
Rosalie Dunham

• PATCH =  Parish Assisted Temporary Care & Housing

• First apartment at 39th & Kingman Boulevard in a house owned by 
Holy Trinity teachers, Sister Vicki and Sister Regis 



Church Proposal

• April 1991

• Environmental Design Group architect

Concept rendering (not constructed) Holy Trinity Archives



Pastoral Succession

• Msgr. Gerald Stessman 1993-2003

Holy Trinity photo Steve Stimmel 2020



Pastoral Succession

• Fr. Anthony Aiello 2003-2005

• Msgr. Frank Chiodo 2005-2007

Holy Trinity photos, Steve Stimmel 2020



Pastoral Succession

• Father Michael Amadeo 2007-2018

Holy Trinity photo Steve Stimmel 2020 Baptism Holy Trinity Archives



Blue Ribbon School 2008

Publicity Catholic Mirror November 21, 2008 Plaque  Steve Stimmel 2022

A



Gazebo

• Completed 2009

• David Hall’s Eagle Scout project

• Designed by David’s sister Kate (Hall) Bissen

Gazebo looking SW Steve Stimmel 2020



Liturgy

• Father Michael’s 25-year celebration

Blessings Steve Stimmel June 4, 2017



Pastoral Succession

• Father Mark Neal 2018-Present

Holy Trinity photo Steve Stimmel 2022



Music

• 2019

Schola, Jim Shutt Director John Rhodes May 27, 2019 Bob Weast, Tom Quiner Dir. Steve Stimmel Oct. 13, 2019



Plaza 2019

• Ribbon cutting & dedication

Deacon Jim Obradovich, Fr. Mark Steve Stimmel Oct. 11, 2019



Pandemic

• Cov2 “Covid” Virus March 2020

Church sign Steve Stimmel May 31, 2020

• Partial reopening June 2020



Artifacts

Church south wall Steve Stimmel 2020 

• Stone Cross 

3rd Church (Hall) west wall looking SE H.T. Archives



Artifacts

Church south wall Steve Stimmel 2020 

• 1936 Cornerstone 

3rd Church (Hall) southwest corner H.T. Archives



• Inscribed stone panel from 1936 Church

Parish Center corridor Steve Stimmel 2020

Artifacts

Third Church (Parish Hall) H.T. Archives



2022

• Campus Aerial 2021

Polk County Auditor 2021 Pictometry base map 



Steve Stimmel 2022
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