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From Father Mark  |  August 13 & 20, 2023

Greetings.

A few updates:

● We have made our Annual Diocesan Appeal assessment in pledges and gifts.
At present, we have approximately $9,000 dollars left to pay in outstanding pledges.
If all of these are completed, we will receive a refund of $6,000 for use here in the
parish. We are still about 20 pledges short of the number that we typically have. It
is not too late to participate and the donations that come in now should remain
here in the parish for our use. Thank you to all who have participated so generously!

● Additionally, there had been an adjustment to the Ignite Capital Campaign.
Originally, parishes were required to reach 75% of their goal in pledges to receive
the parish share. We made 67% of our goal in pledges. The threshold has been
adjusted and we will receive the full 15 % parish share of all pledges collected. We
have pledges of $920,000. If all pledges are completed, we will receive a $135,000
share for use here at Holy Trinity. Thank you to all who have contributed!

● Moreover, I have an update on our parish staff. Carolyn Rainey, our long time
Administrative Assistant, will be retiring. I want to thank Carolyn for her work over
the years. She has made my job much easier and will be missed! Seth Austin, our
Facilities Manager, will also be leaving us to return to a previous position that will
allow him to spend more time with family. I want to thank Seth for his work on our
facilities and we wish him the best! Please be sure to thank them both when you
see them.

● One more thank you to Teresa Parmenter and her army of volunteers who put on
another successful Garage Sale August 3-5! This is a great deal of work and is very
important to our parish community. It is also a good way to help those in need, as
any unsold items are donated to St. Vincent De Paul. Many thanks!

● Finally, our St. Joseph statue is back at Holy Trinity! Stop
by the church and see this beautifully restored statue.
Our hope is many will enjoy this wonderful prayer space.

Have a good week

Call Rev. Mark Neal at 515.255.3162 ext. 126



More from the Church  |  August 13 & 20, 2023

Feast of the Assumption Masses on Tuesday, August 15  
We celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
Tuesday, August 15, with Masses at 8:30 a.m. and  6:30 
p.m. This holy day marks the occasion of the Virgin Mary’s 
bodily ascent to heaven at the end of her life. It is a holy 
day of obligation. Join us as we honor Mary!
________________________________________________

Thanks for ANOTHER Great Garage Sale!  A BIG thank you 
to all the wonderful volunteers who made the 2023 
Summer Garage Sale possible! Also, thank you to all who 
donated their treasures and those who patronized our sale!

Altar Server Training  Students who have made their First 
Communion through Seventh Grade can serve at Mass!

New Altar Server Training is Sunday, September 17, after 
10:30 a.m. Mass. If your student wants to assist Holy Trinity 
Parish, please RSVP to parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org with 
the server's name and parent's contact information. Thank 
you for your help with this ministry!
________________________________________________

Donate to the Food Pantry  More people need assistance 
with food security than ever! Join Des Moines Area 
Religious Council (DMARC) and Eat Greater Des Moines to 
support people in need.

Donate food, diapers, wipes, and personal products to the 
green collection tubs located at church entries, OR donate 
cash and checks. DMARC purchases items in bulk for big 
discounts. Thank you for your kind consideration!
________________________________________________

Mary's Helping Hands Fundraiser  This local non-profit 
supports families and babies with basic necessities. Help 
them promote safe sleep at the Pack and Play Fundraiser. 

Mary's Helping Hands provides 50 pack and plays to over 
300 clients each month! Help them fund these donations 
on Amazon. Search "Mary's Helping Hands" in the Amazon 
registry list, or drop a check off at our office (4950 Pleasant 
St Suite B, WDM). The first 100 people to buy one will 
receive a token of appreciation. Thanks and God Bless!
________________________________________________

Want to Join the Catholic Church? You Are Invited!  Learn 
about Catholic beliefs in a welcoming environment with 
opportunities to ask confusing and difficult questions.

We begin our journey together on Tuesday, September 5, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Church. If you have questions, contact the 
Parish Office or Deacon Doug Renze at 515.710.4168 or 
dougr@holytrinitydm.org. Join us!

Make a donation! Scan the QR Code or visit holytrinitydm.org/donate

Financial Blessings through Friday, August 4, 2023

Budget July 2023 through June 2024 $958,558 YTD Surplus (Deficit) ($16,769)

YTD Actual Tithing $71,168 Tithing for the Week $7,679

YTD Budget $87,937 Number of Donations Received 117

mailto:parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org
mailto:dougr@holytrinitydm.org
https://holytrinitydm.org/donate


From the Church  |  August 13 & 20, 2023

Holy Trinity Is Hiring a new Facilities Manager!  Are you or 
someone you know interested? Read the shortened job 
description below and contact Mary Gisler to apply!

Mary Gisler - Business Manager
maryg@holytrinitydm.org  |  515.255.3162 ext. 123

Facilities Manager  Located in the Parish Office, works full 
time M-F from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with some evening and 
weekend meetings, and supervised by the Pastor.

General Description  
● Maintains the cleanliness, functionality, safety, and 

use of campus grounds, buildings, and systems.
● Interacts with parishioners, school parents, and 

vendors, and supervises maintenance employees 
and the administrative assistant.

● Coordinates with the Pastor, Principal, and Finance 
Council to make decisions regarding campus 
facilities, equipment and grounds.

● Develops and implements policies and procedures 
that support the mission of Holy Trinity.

Responsibilities:
● Directs contracted service providers.
● Act as Safety Coordinator for the Parish and School.
● Oversees equipment purchases and inventory.
● Supports the ongoing operation of all building and 

grounds systems.
● Coordinates renovations and construction.
● Manages set-up for parish events and activities.
● Oversees the aesthetic decor and cleanliness of the 

worship space, sacred vessels, and vestments.
● Participates in the budgeting process.

Qualifications:
● Hold a business, facilities management, or related 

degree with supervisory experience, OR the 
knowledge, skill, and common sense equivalent.

● Able to sit, stand, kneel, bend, walk over uneven 
surfaces and stairs, lift and carry 50 pounds.

● Maintain a valid Iowa driver’s license.
● Work independently and manage multiple tasks.
● Participate in the sacramental life or live a life that 

is not inconsistent with Catholic teachings.
● Able to work after-hours and weekends for special 

meetings or emergency situations, as needed.

Register for Formation, Edge, and Confirmation Classes.  
First through Fifth Grade students are invited to Faith 
Formation, Sixth through Eighth Grade students are invited 
to Edge, and Ninth Grade students are invited to prepare 
for Confirmation.

Classes start September 20 with an opening prayer service 
and orientation. Registration forms are available on the 
next page. Contact John Mertes at 515.255.3162 ext. 224 or 
johnm@holytrinitydm.org for details.
________________________________________________

Breakfast After Mass  Holy Trinity’s Knights of Columbus 
will serve a delicious breakfast after both Masses on 
Sunday, August 27.

Enjoy scrambled eggs, sausage links, fresh fruit, donuts, 
juice, milk, and coffee. Proceeds go to Iowa Catholic Radio 
and other Knights charitable causes. Catch up with your 
friends and neighbors while enjoying hot breakfast!
________________________________________________

Find the Strength and Serenity You Need  Nourish is an 
ongoing ministry to support the needs of family caregivers, 
giving them resources to live their faith, encounter Christ, 
and see grace in their caregiving journeys.

Topics vary and include entering caregiving roles, 
advocating for loved ones, how stress and faith coexist, 
staying engaged, and end of life issues.

Monthly meetings restart on Wednesday, September 27, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity. Contact Deacon Dan 
Maxcy at danm@holytrinitydm.org or Deacon Jim Houston 
at pastoralcare@saintpiuschurch.org for details.

Make a donation! Scan the QR Code or visit holytrinitydm.org/donate

mailto:maryg@holytrinitydm.org
mailto:johnm@holytrinitydm.org
mailto:danm@holytrinitydm.org
mailto:pastoralcare@saintpiuschurch.org
https://holytrinitydm.org/donate






From the Diocese & Community  |  August 13 & 20, 2023

‘The Deacon is In’ at the Iowa State Fair  If it’s August, then 
it’s time for the State Fair! Stop by ‘The Deacon is In’ booth, 
shared with Iowa Catholic Radio, just west of the Anne and 
Bill Riley stage. Take a break in the shade, get your faith 
questions answered by deacons from around the state, and 
enjoy the camaraderie.

If you’re going to be at the Iowa State Fair early on the two 
Sundays of the fair, join Father Ed Hurley for 7:15 a.m. Mass 
at Pioneer Hall.
________________________________________________

Bishop’s Celebration of Catholic Schools  This event is 
August 26 at St. Francis of Assisi in West Des Moines.

The keynote speaker is Dowling Catholic High School 
alumna Anne Nizzi Clark. Anne and her husband, Brent, 
chose St. Francis of Assisi and Dowling for their three 
children Blake, Caitlin, and Colin. Anne will share her 
experience with the Diocese of Des Moines Catholic schools 
as a student and as a parent, and the Clark family will 
discuss how Catholic education helped position them for 
success in the classroom and beyond.

Purchase tickets at https://bit.ly/3QAiwjo.
________________________________________________

Des Moines Eucharistic Procession  Join the Diocesan 
Eucharistic Procession on Saturday, August 19, with Mass at 
9 a.m. at the St. Anthony Parish Grotto, followed by a 
Eucharistic procession to St. Ambrose Cathedral. Lunch is 
served at the Pastoral Center, and transportation back to St. 
Anthony's is provided. RSVP to help with lunch orders using 
the QR code or visiting https://bit.ly/45nhhbo.

Monthly Healing Service  All are invited to attend a healing 
service at St. Ambrose Cathedral on August 16 at 5:30 p.m.

________________________________________________

Pilgrimage to Ireland  Adventure from April 15 through 25, 
2024, to visit some of the most enjoyable places in all of 
Europe and the Emerald Isle! See Belfast, Knock, Galway, 
Dublin and so much more. Mass each day in great Churches 
and Cathedrals along the way.

Cost is $4,399 with departure from Omaha. Contact Fr. Dan 
Guenther at St. Mary's Parish in Humboldt for details at 
712.899.6870 or frdanguenther@gmail.com.

Go to dmdiocese.org for more information!

https://bit.ly/3QAiwjo
https://bit.ly/45nhhbo
mailto:frdanguenther@gmail.com
https://www.dmdiocese.org/




Notes on the Mass  |  August 13 & 20, 2023

For a large part of the liturgical year, we devote ourselves to listening to the mystery of Christ in all its aspects 
unfolded as we seek God's truth and understanding.

Reading I : 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a  -  The Lord will be passing by.

● The reading from Kings refers to a time after the death of King Solomon, when the Israelite kingdom was split 
in two.

● Elijah confronts the unfaithfulness of the people and their leaders.
● God comes to Elijah in the stillness of silence.

Reading II : Romans 9:1-5  -  I speak the truth in Christ.

● In the letter to the Romans, Paul declares the revelation of God in the Israelites.
● The Messiah, God's fullest revelation, came into the world through them.
● Paul is grieved that so many of the Israelites refuse to accept Jesus.

Gospel : Matthew 14:22-33  -  Lord, save me!

● The story of Peter walking on the water is found only in the Gospel of Matthew.
● Peter is being prepared for his role as leader. He begins to sink when he takes his eyes off Jesus.
● The presence of God in Christ is Peter's strength.

Reading I : Isaiah 56:1, 6-7  -  Observe what is right and do what is just.

● The final chapters from the Book of Isaiah proclaim a hopeful message.
● In today's reading, the prophet declares that God's covenant will be extended to all nations.
● Everyone who does what is right and just, will be answered by God's righteousness.

Reading II : Romans 11:13-15, 29-32  -  God's gifts can never be taken back.

● In the Letter to the Romans, Paul addresses the Gentile Christians and declares that they should not consider 
themselves better than the Jews.

● Paul points out that the Gentiles should be grateful to the Jews, whose rejection of Jesus was the catalyst that 
sent the Good News of the Gospel to the Gentiles so quickly.

● God, who has been so merciful to the Gentiles, will also be merciful to the children of Abraham, the people of 
the covenant.

Gospel : Matthew 15:21-28  -  She insisted that Jesus help her, and he did.

● The Gospel today presents a story of exclusion that ends with inclusion.
● In Matthew's Gospel the disciples were frequently referred to as “those of little faith.” The only person 

praised for having “great faith” in today's Gospel is the Canaanite woman.
● The woman was not a Jew, but because of her great faith in God's mercy, mercy was granted to her.

Visit lifelongcatechesis.osv.com for more information!

Nineteenth & Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

https://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/


Bring Home the Gospel  |  August 13, 2023

Question For The Children  What does God’s voice sound like when you pray and listen to Jesus?

Question For The Youth  In today’s Gospel, Peter began to walk on the water when he was focused on Jesus. He 
began to sink when he got distracted by the storm. What is your life like when you are focused on Jesus and your 
relationship with God? How is it different when you get caught up in other things?

Question For The Adults  Tell about your experiences of hearing God speak in “tiny voices” rather than in the winds 
and earthquakes of life.

Activity Of The Week  Tell about a time when you were involved in a stormy situation. What went wrong? How did 
you feel? What did you do? Did your faith in God help you to change the situation?

Saint Of The Week  Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr

It was Lawrence’s job in his local Church community to
handle the treasury, distribute alms to the poor, and
take care of the sick, of which more than 1000 were
under the care of the Church at this time. He set out
to find all of the poor, the widows, the orphans, and all
others cared for by the Church. He distributed to them
all of the money which he had and even sold the
chalices and other sacred vessels of the Church to
support the poor. A Roman official assumed that
Lawrence was very wealthy, so he demanded that the
treasures of the Church be handed over to him.
Lawrence promised that he would hand over these
treasures, but needed time to assemble and inventory
them. He was granted three days. On the third day,
Lawrence had assembled hundreds of poor, the old,
the lame, the blind, lepers, widows and orphans.
Then, going to the Roman official, he presented these
as the treasures of the Church.

Saint’s message today: We sometimes have a
tendency to take ourselves too seriously, and forget
that God has the ultimate sense of humor. We too are
blessed with this gift, and should manage the
sufferings which we experience with the best possible
grace. Are you able to use a bit of humor when
navigating through life's trials?

Make a donation! Scan the QR Code or visit holytrinitydm.org/donate

Reading I  1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a | Psalm  85:9-14 | Reading II  Romans 9:1-5 | Gospel  Matthew 14:22-33

https://holytrinitydm.org/donate


Bring Home the Gospel  |  August 20, 2023

Question For The Children  What is your favorite way to talk with Jesus? What words do you use?

Question For The Youth  Do you trust that God hears your prayers? Do you believe that your prayer makes a 
difference?

Question For The Adults  When you pray, how do you know that Jesus will really respond?

Activity Of The Week  Spend time as a family writing letters to Jesus. The letter may be as simple as 
completing the following: Dear Jesus, the one thing that I most want you to do for me is... Let the young 
children in the family dictate their letters to an older family member. Place the letters in a prayer space and 
talk about the need to persevere in prayer and never lose hope.

Saint Of The Week  Stephen of Hungary, King

In 997, Stephen worked very hard to establish the 
Church in Hungary, receiving the title of King for himself. 
He encouraged the growth of the Church, working 
against pagan forces to do so. He was a just King who 
governed by law based on Christian principles. Although 
meant to improve living conditions for all people, it 
made enemies for Stephen among those who were less 
fervent Christians. Nevertheless, Stephen was successful 
in bringing the local tribes together as one people and 
establishing the independent kingdom of Hungary.

Saint’s message today:

Stephen, a ruler with all the power and wealth in his 
kingdom at his disposal, recognized that he had 
obligations reaching far beyond governing his people 
and used Christian principles to create an environment 
of change. We too can use our Christianity to better the 
lives of those around us. What opportunities do you see 
for Christian service in your neighborhood? Parish? 
Community?

Make a donation! Scan the QR Code or visit holytrinitydm.org/donate

Reading I  Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 | Psalm  67:2-3, 5-6, 8 | Reading II  Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 | Gospel  Matthew 15:21-28

https://holytrinitydm.org/donate


Sunday
[8/13]

Monday
[8/14]

Tuesday
[8/15]

Wednesday
[8/16]

Thursday
[8/17]

Friday
[8/18]

Saturday
[8/19]

School
Parish and

School Offices
CLOSED

Faith
Formation

Assumption of 
the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

Sunday Reading 
Groups

Men  7:30AM
Women (CH) 

8:30AM

Adult Faith
Formation

Mass 
8:30AM &
10:30AM

No Communion 
Service

Mass
8:30AM & 

6:30PM

No Morning 
Mass

Funeral Mass
10:30AM

Mass
8AM

Adoration 
2-9PM
Rosary
4:05PM

Mass
8:30AM

Reconciliation
3-3:45PM

Mass
4:30PM

More

CH: Church  |  101-106: Classrooms  |  DC: Day Chapel  |  K: Kitchen  |  MC: Media Center  |  PO: Parish Office  |  SR: Social Room 

Parish Calendar  |  August 13, 2023

View the Parish Calendar online at holytrinitydm.org/home/calendar

Upcoming Mass Schedule, Liturgy Schedule, and Intentions

[8/13] 8:30AM Mass For the Parish

10:30AM Mass Ruth & Jim Wright

[8/15] 8:30AM Mass Dale McCormick

6:30PM Mass
For the Poor Souls in 
Purgatory

[8/16] 8:30AM Mass Fr. Mike McLaughlin

[8/17] 8AM Mass Marcie Coleman

2-9PM Adoration

4:05PM Rosary

[8/18] 8:30AM Mass Donald Gray

[8/19] 3-3:45PM Reconciliation

4:30PM Mass For the Parish

[8/20] 8:30AM Mass Marcie Coleman

10:30AM Mass Mary Ann & Ron Nielsen

Upcoming Liturgical Ministers and Altar Servers

Saturday Altar Servers P. & M. Wolfe, Margaret Fiddelke

[8/19] Lectors Marsha Szymczuk, Lorraine Riseley

4:30PM EMHC Team 2

Music Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday Altar Servers Bennett Steinkamp, Jamison Lynch

[8/20] Lectors Ann Benetti, John Goode

8:30AM EMHC Team 3

Children’s Liturgy none

Music Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday Altar Servers Claire Zwier, Kellan Murphy

[8/20] Lectors Teresa Baustian, Jim Wilwerding

10:30AM EMHC Team 2

Children’s Liturgy none

Music Coordinator Frances Paterik

https://holytrinitydm.org/home/calendar/


Sunday
[8/20]

Monday
[8/21]

Tuesday
[8/22]

Wednesday
[8/23]

Thursday
[8/24]

Friday
[8/25]

Saturday
[8/26]

School

Welcome
Back Night

5-7PM

Kids Connection
Closed

Kids Connection
Closed

First Day of 
School TK-8th 

Grade Students

Faith
Formation

Sunday Reading 
Groups

Men (MC) 
7:30AM

Women (CH) 
8:30AM

Adult Faith
Formation

Mass 
8:30AM &
10:30AM

No Communion 
Service

Mass
8:30AM

Mass
 8:30AM

Mass
8AM

Adoration 
2-9PM
Rosary
4:05PM

Mass
8:30AM

Reconciliation
3-3:45PM

Mass
4:30PM

More
Bishop’s 

Celebration of 
Catholic Schools

CH: Church  |  101-106: Classrooms  |  DC: Day Chapel  |  K: Kitchen  |  MC: Media Center  |  PO: Parish Office  |  SR: Social Room 

Parish Calendar  |  August 20, 2023

View the Parish Calendar online at holytrinitydm.org/home/calendar

Upcoming Mass Schedule, Liturgy Schedule, and Intentions

[8/20] 8:30AM Mass Marcie Coleman

10:30AM Mass Mary Ann & Ron Nielsen

[8/22] 8:30AM Mass Rose Mary Adams

[8/23] 8:30AM Mass James Lynch

[8/24] 8AM Mass Fred Hunter

2-9PM Adoration

4:05PM Rosary

[8/25] 8:30AM Mass Jack & Rosemary Marshall

[8/26] 3-3:45PM Reconciliation

4:30PM Mass Willis J. Dore

[8/27] 8:30AM Mass For the Parish

10:30AM Mass John McClavy

Upcoming Liturgical Ministers and Altar Servers

Saturday Altar Servers J. & N. Niday, B. Smith, T. Leo

[8/26] Lectors Vonnie Salem, Gary Thull

4:30PM EMHC Team 3

Music Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday Altar Servers Cameron Goode, Jack Ernst

[8/27] Lectors Jeff Nielsen, Steve Stimmel

8:30AM EMHC Team 1

Children’s Liturgy none

Music Coordinator Tom Quiner

Sunday Altar Servers V.Skeffington, R.George, B.&L.Caswell

[8/27] Lectors Matt Connolly, Tammy Altman

10:30AM EMHC Team 3

Children’s Liturgy none

Music Coordinator Frances Paterik

https://holytrinitydm.org/home/calendar/
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