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Greetings.
Each week, I am trying to provide some information and updates on our Annual Appeal. Again,
our parish assessment for this year is $110,714. As you know, we made our assessment the last three
years and we want to continue this trend each year.
A few weeks ago, I shared how the Appeal helps to support the priests and seminarians of our
diocese. There are many other essential programs and ministries also supported by the Annual Appeal
that a single parish simply cannot do on its own.
Another important ministry supported by your Appeal pledges is our Catholic Charities. Catholic
Charities assists in many areas, and each year helps with the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Counsels hundreds of individuals and families who are dealing with various issues and challenges
Provides expanded sexual abuse and domestic violence programs in our diocese
Assists refugee families from a variety of countries and assists them in finding shelter and work
Feeds and clothes thousands of individuals at no cost through St. Mary’s Family Emergency Center
Houses families who are homeless and provides services to assist in transition into a self-sustaining
situation

The above is yet one more essential ministry that is supported by your contributions to the
Diocesan Appeal. As of March 25, we have 145 pledges and gifts totaling $58,886 for our Holy Trinity
effort. I invite all to give this your most prayerful consideration. All gifts, no matter the size, will help us to
do our part as members of Holy Trinity Parish to support the work of our Church. Again, we need
everyone’s help; long time parishioners, newer parishioners, school families; all of the Holy Trinity
community is needed in this annual effort. Thank you for your continued support of our parish and its
work in furthering the Gospel message.
Have a good week

Fr. Mark Neal

Want more information? Go to holytrinitydm.org or call (515) 255-3162

2022 LENTEN ACTIVITIES & SERVICES
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 5PM, beginning March 4

FISH DINNER
Friday, April 8 from 5:30 - 7PM (Dine In or Carry Out)

ADORATION
Thursdays from 2 - 9PM

HOLY ROSARY
Thursdays at 4:05PM

EASTER TRIDUUM
Holy Thursday, April 14
7PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper (No Morning Mass)
Good Friday, April 15
2PM Stations of the Cross
7PM Proclamation of the Lord’s Passion / Veneration of the Cross
Holy Saturday, April 16
8PM Easter Vigil Mass

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17
8:30AM & 10:30AM Mass of the Resurrection of Our Lord

Want more information? Go to holytrinitydm.org or call (515) 255-3162

FROM THE CHURCH APRIL 3 2022
JOIN OUR CTO AMBASSADORS FOR REFRESHMENTS TODAY
Enjoy Panera treats, coffee and donuts after both of the
Sunday Masses. Jean Wells Thill from CTO will be here to
answer any questions that you might have regarding CTO
or the application process. Come catch up with your fellow
parishioner and enjoy a treat on Sunday, April 3.
___________________________________
FAITH & FRIENDSHIP IS BACK ON APRIL 6 The first
Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9PM in the 6th grade
classroom. What is Faith & Friendship? This group of
women comes together to share their love of Christ and
their experiences with motherhood and adulthood. Come
to enjoy the company of one another in friendship. No
need to bring anything other than a welcoming heart. We
look forward to meeting you or seeing you again.
___________________________________
SEEKING VOLUNTEER MASS COORDINATORS Holy Trinity is
implementing the position of Mass Coordinator (MC) at
each service. This role supports Father Mark and the
Deacons in the celebration of Mass. The MC will act as the
point person for the liturgical flow of each service. Duties
begin 30 minutes prior to each Mass and end 10 minutes
after. If you are interested in learning more about the
specific duties please email katypolich@gmail.com, or
speak with Father Mark. We will have an orientation at
11:30AM on Sunday, April 3 following the 10:30AM Mass.
___________________________________
SUCCESSFUL GARAGE SALE We need to say thank you so
much to everyone for your generous donations, and thank
you to the wonderful volunteers who committed countless
hours in order to make this Spring’s Garage Sale a huge
success! We raised $9,426.87! Start going through your
closets and collecting items to donate for the next garage
sale in August!

THE PARISH LIBRARY IS OPEN Thank you to Bev Bauder and
Kathy Talbot for bringing the library back to life. The library
is open 20 minutes before, and 15 minutes after Masses on
Sundays and weekdays. It is also open 15 minutes after
Mass on Saturdays. Book checkout is on the honor system.
Please use the checkout sheet and limit checkout to 3
weeks. If you have books you wish to donate, please leave
them in the return book box. Take advantage of this great
resource during this Lenten season of growth and
throughout the year as well!
___________________________________
HT PATCH PROGRAM NEEDS YOUR HELP Holy Trinity's
PATCH Apartment program supports a family transitioning
from New Directions homeless shelter into an apartment.
We pay rent and utilities for up to 6 months and provide
mentoring and moral support during their stay. Currently,
our account balance is lower than what 6 months of rent
will cost. If want to support a family trying to get back on
their feet, please visit https://holytrinitydm.org/donate/ to
donate online or drop a check marked for HT PATCH in the
donation basket or parish office. For more information,
contact Molly Pigneri at htpatch@gmail.com.
___________________________________
LIVING HEAVEN CONCERT SPONSORED BY THE RESPECT
LIFE COMMITTEE Enjoy lovely music at Holy Trinity Church
on Saturday, April 9 at 7PM. Holy Trinity’s Respect Life
Committee is sponsoring a retrospective concert featuring
a selection of songs from musicals written by Holy Trinity
parishioner, Tom Quiner, over the past 25 years. Proceeds
will support the pro-life educational outreach of Pulse Life
Advocates. Tickets are $10 per adult, and children and
students are free. Order your tickets online at
www.PulseForLife.org. The concert will be followed by a
coffee and dessert reception. Join Us...What a beautiful
way to get ready for Holy Week.

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS ENDING WEEK OF MARCH 27, 2022
Budget July 2021 - June 2022
YTD Actual Tithing through March 27
YTD Budget through March 27

$1,000,000
$721,823
$753,635

YTD Surplus (Deficit)
Tithing for the week ending March 27
Number of Donations Received

Donate at Mass or online at holytrinitydm.org/donate
Want more information? Call the Parish Office (515) 255-3162 x128 M-F 8AM-4PM

($31,812)
$30,800
310

DIOCESE & COMMUNITY APRIL 3 2022

COVID-19 UPDATE FROM THE DIOCESE Based on new CDC
guidance and consultations with our local medical experts,
the Diocese of Des Moines has removed its strong
recommendation for mask use and no longer requires
masks during the distribution of Holy Communion.
Effective immediately, the following guidance will be
provided on our website:
• Masks are optional for the faithful and clergy during
Mass and other indoor activities.
• We encourage everyone to discern the use of masks
based on their own health and potential immunity.
Find additional information provided by the CDC about
your local situation at https://bit.ly/3u5PEm7.
___________________________________
THE BASH ON BUFFALO IS BACK After two years of virtual
events, The Dowling Catholic Bash on Buffalo will be held
in person on April 9. Feeling lucky? Purchase a raffle ticket
for your chance to win $5000! Tickets are only $100 and
only 500 will be sold. The winner will be drawn Saturday,
April 9. Go to dowlingcatholic.org/bash-on-buffalo to get
your tickets and read the contest detail. Call Bob at (515)
240-3473 with any questions. Good luck and thank you for
investing in Dowling Catholic High School!
___________________________________
MAN UP WITH FR. MCMANUS Sundown on Holy Thursday
to sundown on Easter Sunday is the most solemn part of
the liturgical year, and Fr. P.J. McManus, Pastor at Christ
the King Parish, wants to enlighten and challenge us as we
prepare for “our best Triduum ever”! Come to St. Francis
of Assisi Parish in West Des Moines on Friday, April 8 at
Noon for Meatless Pizza, courtesy of the Catholic Tuition
Organization. Register for this event at
www.iowacatholicradio.com/events.
___________________________________

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE IGNITE! CAMPAIGN
IN VIEW OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FALLOUT OF THE
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, IS NOW A GOOD TIME TO BE
CONDUCTING A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN? Prior to the
campaign, over 1,200 parishioners representing the entire
Diocese participated in a planning study between August
and November 2020. During that time there was more
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic. Yet, 72% indicated
that they would financially support a diocesan-wide
campaign. The planning study also accounted for financial
concerns and parishioners across the Diocese further
indicated they were willing to offer financial support.
Finally, following Center for Disease (CDC) guidelines, the
Diocese has begun the process of easing restrictions on
social interactions, making civic and liturgical life closer
to normal.
WHAT KIND OF FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY CAN WE EXPECT
DURING THE CAMPAIGN AND BEYOND? Transparency is a
top priority for Bishop Joensen. The status of the Ignite!
Campaign will be regularly communicated via the Catholic
Mirror, Diocesan website and social media, and bulletin/
pulpit announcements with information about campaign
goals, projects and fundraising progress.
___________________________________

CHECK OUT OUR SCHOOLS To showcase our students and
faculty and highlight the Catholic school difference, the
Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools launched a new
video to give prospective families and supporters of
Catholic education a peek inside our schools. View the
video at youtube.com/watch?v=hli1h4WAEDY.

Want more information? Go to dmdiocese.org

Do you ever wonder… why
isn't God talking to me?
Into the Deep - How to
Hear God’s Voice and
Follow Him
Webinar on April 5 at 7PM
Sign up at
theveilremoved.com

NOTES ON THE MASS APRIL 3 2022
Human Nature—Is It Somehow All Wrong?
An American humorist was once asked what he loved most
in life. This was his reply: I love women best; whiskey next;
my neighbor a little; and God hardly at all!
This flashed in my mind recently when, while I was giving a
lecture, a woman asked this question: Why did God build us
in one way and then almost all of the time expect us to act in
a way contrary to our instincts?
I knew what she meant. Our natural instincts and
spontaneous desires generally seem at odds with that
towards which they are supposedly directed, namely, God
and eternal life. A religious perspective, it would seem, calls
us to reverse the order described by that American humorist,
that is, we’re to love God first, our neighbor just as deeply,
and then accord a very subordinate role to the human
pleasures we are so naturally drawn to. But that’s not what
happens most of the time. Generally we are drawn, and
drawn very powerfully, towards the things of this earth:
other people, pleasure, beautiful objects, sex, money,
comfort. These seemingly have a more-powerful grip on us
than do the things of faith and religion.
Doesn’t this then put our natural feelings at odds with how
God intended us to feel and act? Why are we, seemingly,
built in one way and then called to live in another way?
The question is a good one and is often answered in a
manner that merely deepens the quandary. Often we are
simply told that we shouldn’t feel this way, that not putting
God and religious things first in our feelings is a religious and
moral fault, as if our natural wiring was somehow all wrong
and we were responsible for its flaw. But that answer is both
simplistic and harmful, it misunderstands God’s design, lays a
guilt-trip on us, and has us feeling bipolar vis-à-vis our
natural make-up and the demands of faith.
How do we reconcile the seeming incongruity between our
natural make-up and God’s intent for us?
We need to understand human instinct and human desire at
a deeper level. We might begin with St. Augustine’s
memorable phrase: you have made us for yourself, Lord, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. When we
analyze our natural makeup, natural instincts, and natural
desires more deeply, we see that all of these ultimately are
drawing us beyond the more-immediate things and
pleasures with which they appear to be obsessed. They are
drawing us, persistently and unceasingly, towards God.

Karl Rahner, in trying to explain this, makes a distinction
between what we desire explicitly and what we desire
implicitly. Our instincts and natural desires draw us towards
various explicit things: love for another person, friendship
with someone, a piece of art or music, a vacation, a movie, a
good meal, a sexual encounter, an achievement that brings
us honor, a sporting event, and countless other things that,
on the surface at least, would seem to have nothing to do
with God and are seemingly drawing our attention away
from God.
But, as Rahner shows, and as is evident in our experience, in
every one of those explicit desires there is present, implicitly,
beneath the desire and as the deepest part of that desire,
the longing for and pursuit of something deeper. Ultimately
we are longing for the depth that grounds every person and
object, God. To cite one of Rahner’s more graphic examples,
a man obsessed with sexual desire who seeks out a
prostitute is, implicitly, seeking the bread of life, irrespective
of his crass surface intent.
God didn’t make a mistake in designing human desire. God’s
intent is written into the very DNA of desire. Ultimately our
make-up directs us towards God, no matter how obsessive,
earthy, lustful, and pagan a given desire might appear on a
given day. Human nature is not at odds with the call of faith,
not at all.
Moreover, those powerful instincts within our nature, which
can seem so selfish and amoral at times, have their own
moral intelligence and purpose: they protect us, make us
reach out for what keeps us alive, and, not least, ensure that
the human race keeps perpetuating itself. Finally, God also
put those earthy instincts in us to pressure us to enjoy life
and taste its pleasures—while God, like a loving old
grandparent watching her children at play, remains happy
just to see her children’s delight in the moment, knowing
that there will be time enough ahead when pain and
frustration will force those desires to focus on some deeper
things.
When we analyze more deeply God’s design for human
nature and understand ourselves more deeply within that
design, we realize that, at a level deeper than spontaneous
feeling, and at a level deeper than the wisecracks we make
about ourselves, we in fact do love God best; love our
neighbor quite a bit; and, very happily, love whiskey and the
pleasures of life quite a bit as well.
Ron Rolheiser

Want more information? Go to holytrinitydm.org or call (515) 255-3162

BRING THE GOSPEL HOME APRIL 3 2022
READING I Isaiah 43: 16-21
PSALM 126: 1-6
READING II Philippians 3: 8-14
GOSPEL John 8: 1-11
QUESTION FOR THE CHILDREN How does the Sacrament of
Reconciliation help us experience God’s forgiveness?
QUESTION FOR THE YOUTH Who among your family and
friends do you need to forgive so that you can heal a broken
relationship and experience newness?
QUESTION FOR THE ADULTS Against whom do you hold
prejudices? Who do you believe is a greater sinner than
yourself?
ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK Jesus wants us to live in the freedom
of his love. As a family, plan to spend time with someone
who is feeling trapped physically or emotionally. This could
be a young mother who needs time alone away from the
kids, a homebound elderly neighbor, or a classmate who is
trapped by put-downs, prejudice or poverty.

SAINT OF THE WEEK Joseph of Arimathea
Joseph of Arimathea was a righteous and virtuous man who
was a member of the Sanhedrin and a secret disciple of
Jesus. When Jesus was brought before the Sanhedrin to be
condemned to death, Joseph opposed their decision. After
Jesus died on the cross, Joseph asked for Jesus’ body and
wrapped the body in clean linen and laid it in a new tomb.
Legend has it that Joseph inherited the chalice, the Holy
Grail, used by Jesus in the Last Supper. Joseph led a group of
missionaries to Glastonbury where they built a new church in
honor of Our Lady. He is the patron saint of funeral directors.
JOSEPH’S MESSAGE TODAY After Jesus’ death on the cross,
Joseph chose to reveal himself as a follower of Christ, a move
which must have caused his expulsion from the Sanhedrin.
We too are sometimes asked to make sacrifices in the name
of Jesus.
Do you offer those sacrifices which Jesus asks of you willingly
or do you try to find a way to avoid them?

Donate at Mass or online at holytrinitydm.org/donate
Want more information? Go to holytrinitydm.org or call (515) 255-3162
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Sunday
4/3

Holy Trinity
School

Monday
4/4

WE ARE
ENROLLING NOW
holytrinitydm.org
/school

Mass
Coordinator
Training (CH)
11:30AM

Faith
Formation

Adult Faith
Formation

Mass
8:30AM
10:30AM

Tuesday
4/5

Wednesday
4/6

Thursday
4/7

Friday
4/8

Saturday
4/9

PTO Meeting
(RM 104)
5:30PM

School Mass
Hosted by
1st Grade
8:30AM

Board of
Education (MC)
6PM

No School

Palm Sunday
Weekend

RCIA (MC)
6:30PM

Faith Formation
6:30PM

Mass
8AM
Adoration
2-9PM
Rosary
4:05PM

Mass
8:30AM

No Communion
Service

Mass
8:30AM

Mass
8:30AM

Coffee & Donuts
after Masses

9th Grade
Confirmation
(MC)
6:30PM

And
More

Stations of
the Cross
5PM

Knights of
Columbus Fish
Dinner
5:30PM

Reconciliation
3-3:45PM
Mass
4:30PM

Boy Scouts Can
Drive
10AM
Living Heaven
Concert (CH)
7PM

CH: Church | 101-106: Classrooms | DC: Day Chapel | K: Kitchen | MC: Media Center | PO: Parish Office | SR: Social Room

Mass Schedule, Liturgy Schedule & Intentions

Next Week Liturgical Ministers & Altar Servers

Sunday April 3
8:30AM Mass
10:30AM Mass

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jim Durbala
Tim McDonald

Tuesday April 5
8:30AM Mass

Darlene Ney

Saturday April 9 4:30PM
Altar Servers
Lectors
EMHC
Musical Coordinator

Palm Sunday Vigil
Ella Kiernan & Volunteers
Matt Kiernan & Liv Kiernan
Team 3
Tom Quiner

Wednesday April 6
8:30AM Mass

Carol Anderson

Thursday April 7
8AM Mass
2-9PM
4:05PM

Phyllis Conway
Adoration
Rosary

Sunday April 10 8:30AM
Altar Servers
Lectors
EMHC
Children’s Liturgy
Musical Coordinator

Palm Sunday
Cameron Goode & Jack Ernst
John Goode & Jean Severson
Team 1
Janelle Kerr
Tom Quiner

Friday April 8
8:30AM Mass

Marie McClaflin

Saturday April 9
3-3:45PM
4:30PM Mass

Reconciliation
For the Parish

Sunday April 10
8:30AM Mass
10:30AM Mass

Palm Sunday
Richard Meyer
Mary Joslyn

Sunday April 10 10:30AM
Altar Servers
Lectors
EMHC
Children’s Liturgy
Musical Coordinator

Palm Sunday
Claire Zwier & Ruth George
Lisa Rea & Mark Amadeo
Team 3
Chris & Ellie Coleman
Frances Paterik

Weekend Masses Times Sat 4:30PM, Sun 8:30AM & 10:30AM
Weekday Masses Times Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30AM, Thurs 8AM

Want more information? Call the Parish Office (515) 255-3162 x128 M-F 8AM-4PM

Katy Polich
Owner/Parishioner

5601Hickman Rd Ste # 6
515-770-9515

Boesen.com
3422 Beaver & 3801 Ingersoll
515-244-ROSE (7673)

To advertise your business, please
contact Andy Negrete in the Parish Office
255-3162 ext. 129 or
andyn@holytrinitydm.org

