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Reading I: Acts 1:1-11 
Responsorial Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 
8-9 
Reading II: Ephesians 1:17-23 
or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 
Gospel: Luke 24:46-53  

Image:  Giotto, The Ascension   
Original Title- L'Ascensione,  Date- c.1305   

F A I T H  Q U E S T I O N S  

Question for Children: Jesus tells us He is always 
with us. Name a time this past week when you knew 
that God was with you in a special way. 

Question for Youth: Jesus prayed for his disciples, 
that others might believe in him through their words. 
How are you spreading your belief in Jesus through 
your words and actions? Do others know who Jesus 
is by knowing you? 

Question for Adults: Jesus invites us to be one with 
God. Name a moment when you were one with God 
this past week. 

S P I R I T U A L I T Y   
O F  T H E  R E A D I N G S  

He Is Really Gone?  
A while back I heard a homily that touched me. It might 
shed some light on the Ascension for you as well. 

The school-year was ending. The University would soon 
be vacant. A school is like a small town (or in our case a 
large one), with patterns of life, friends, cohorts, 
revolving relationships, all in an irregularly regular 
rhythm of life. 

The fabric of school life is like the cushion behind my 
back that is starting to come to pieces, disbursing its 
fillings abroad. School life and presence seems to do the 
same thing. It comes to pieces. 

His Spirit was going to be within you and me, the fullest 
possible presence of Christ. 

Our presider said with a beautiful poignancy how much 
he missed the students when they scattered. You could 
hear it in his voice: a network of life flew away each year. 
I can remember the same thing from my own college 
days. Empty halls and rooms; broad and unnaturally 
undisturbed yards of grass. 

I think this is how the disciples felt, and especially the 
women who had loved Jesus so well. His suffering was 
the worst part, but then suddenly Jesus was alive again in 
their midst. He had truly died, and now he truly was 
back, with the real nail-holes still in his body. If you 
looked closely, though, or—just think of it—if you if you 
put your hand into his wounds as Thomas was invited 
to, you would have noticed that these wounds were 
somehow different. They had been burnished, had 
become beautiful, had been made lovely by love. 

Jesus now was more real than before. 

But he could not stay here as he probably wanted to. He 
had already traveled out of this world, through the 
narrow passageway of death. Out of sheer love he had 
given everything to the Father and now he was taking 
humanity with him to the heart of that dynamic, swirling, 
Trinitarian circle of love from which he had come in the 
first place. He had lingered after the Resurrection only in 
order to tell us about it, to comfort us, to ease the loss. 

This is confusing. Which was it? Take us with him to the 
Trinity, or somehow let his presence stay with us after he 
went? 

Both. 

He told them to wait for “the promise of the 
Father” (Ascension, First Reading) rather than departing 
from Jerusalem. They were not going to be abandoned 
but were called. In a wonderful metaphor, Paul prays, 
“May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you 
may know what is the hope that belongs to his 
call” (Ascension, Second Reading). 

Do you understand how Jesus could leave them but still 
be with them? The Gospel from the Seventh 
Sunday* puts it in the following way, in Jesus’ words to 
God the Father: 

I made known to them your name 
a n d  I  w i l l  m a k e  i t  k n o w n , 
that the love with which you loved me 
may be in them and I in them. 

Jesus was to be within us. His Spirit was going to be 
within you and me, the fullest possible presence of 
Christ, the very love with which the Father loved Jesus! 

How could this happen? 

Answer: the Trinity. Because of the immense act of 
modest love that was the resurrection. Loss and absence 
turned into real loving presence. Our lives can now be a 
quiet immersion in the Trinitarian reality of Christ, 
which is the Holy Spirit. 

John Foley, S. J. of the Center for Liturgy 



 

 

P A R I S H  &  D I O C E S A N  N O T E S  

COFFEE & DONUTS TODAY 
Stephen Ministry is hosting Coffee and Donuts after the 
Sunday Masses this weekend. Do your personal gifts 
include faith, mercy, teaching the faith, encouragement, 
or ability to listen? Do one or more of these gifts describe 
you? If so, check out Stephen Ministry, our 
congregation’s one-to-one care-giving ministry. A new 
training class is starting September 5th. Join us after the 
Sunday morning Masses this weekend at Coffee 
and Donuts.  
 

NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING ON  
SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND AFTER 10:30 MASS 
For boys and girls entering 4th - 7th grade (HT student or 
public school), who are interested in becoming an Altar 
Server at the weekend liturgies, there will be a training on 
Sunday, June 2nd after 10:30 Mass in the Church. Donuts 
will be served! Please contact the Parish Office at 
parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org or 255-3162 ext. 128 to 
sign up. 
 

HELP NEEDED WITH ADORATION SET UP 
For those that have experienced Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, you know it is a lovely way to treasure and 
celebrate Christ by spending time through prayer in His 
presence. We observe Adoration on Thursdays from 
2:00  - 10:00 p.m. in our Church. We are in need of 
volunteers to help set up Adoration at 1:45 p.m. on 
Thursdays. Training will be provided. Please call Jane 
Olsasky at 279-3242 to serve your Parish in this way.  
 

Stephen Ministry Team will be Praying  
with Parishioners who have Special Intentions 
Have you ever wanted to stay after Mass and have 
someone pray with you or your prater intention? On June 
8-9 after all the Masses, The Holy Trinity Stephen 
Ministers will be available in Day Chapel to pray. 
Stephen Ministers are trained to listen and pray with 
others. This is an informal opportunity to pray with 
others from the Holy Trinity Community or privately 
with a Stephen Minister. Consider sharing your prayer 
with a confidential Stephen Minister. Sometimes it really 
helps to pray with someone else.  
 

Red Carpet Gala Update!  
The numbers from the Red Carpet 
Gala are in! $81,000 was raised from 
this amazing Parish and School 
Fundraiser. Many THANKS to all the 
donors, volunteers, & attendees who 
made this event a great success!!    

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
We would like to greet New Members at our Welcome 
Table on Sunday-June 9th after the 10:30 Mass. Members 
of committee will be on hand at our Welcome Table to 
say "Hello" and answer any questions that you have 
about our Parish. Stop by the Social Room and also 
enjoy our Founders Day lunch hosted by the Knights of 
Columbus. Again, welcome to HT!!  
 

Encounter First Fridays—Friday, June 7th, 2019 | 
7pm | St. Pius X Catholic Church 
Encounter is a night of Adoration, music, and witness 
created to build a culture of prayer in the Des Moines 
area.  Adoration is paired with live music, a speaker, and 
time for private reflection to give people multiple ways 
to grow in their relationship with God.  Encounter is on 
the first Friday of every month starting at 7pm at St. Pius 
X Catholic Church in Urbandale.  Families of all ages are 
welcome. For more information please 
email firstencounterdsm@gmail.com. 

 

FR. DECARLO RETIREMENT GATHERING 
You are invited to celebrate Father Tom DeCarlo as 
we honor his 50th year as a priest and his retirement 
from Bishop Drumm Retirement Center. Your 
presence is your present, no gifts or cards please. 
Sunday, June 9th, Pentecost Sunday, 3:00 to 6:00 pm; 
Toast at 4:00; McAuley Terrace Dining Room; 5921 
Winwood Drive, Johnston. 

May 29, 2019 
 

We Did It! We have reached our Diocesan 
Annual Appeal Goal!! Thank you to all who have 

participated so far. 
 

We have received 336 pledges/gifts for 
$115,396.00 to date. (out of the current 1,230 

households registered in the parish) As of this 
date, we have reached 109% of our assessment.   

 

Thanks to all who have pledged so far! Please 
still consider pledging to the Appeal as any 
amount received over our assessment now 

stays in our parish. 



 

 



 

 

Join us this summer!  Sign up today! 



 

 

S A I N T  O F  T H E  W E E K &  
O U R  P A R I S H  S C H O O L  

Brendan, Abbot, c. 484-577                          
Brendan is a very popular Irish 
saint about whom little is 
known outside of legend. He 
was probably born near Tralee 
in Kerry, Ireland. When he was 
six, he was sent to a monastic 
school in Tuam for his 
education. He was ordained in 
512 by Bishop St. Erc. 

Brendan founded many 
monasteries in Ireland. The most 
famous of these, Clonfort, was a 

center of missionary activity for many centuries. Some 
three thousand monks lived, worked, studied, and 
prayed there under his direction. 

Brendan made many missionary journeys by small 
sailing boat (a curragh) around Ireland and to England, 
Scotland and Wales, but his most famous journey, lasting 
from five to seven years, was to the Land of Promise. His 
epic manuscript on this adventure, Navigatio Sancti 
Brendani Abbatis, was translated into many languages 
and was a best seller in Europe in the Middle Ages. 

In this saga, Brendan described what may have been, in 
the middle of the 6th Century, a voyage to North 
America. While many people doubted this over the 
centuries, some modern scholars believe that Brendan 
was actually the first European to visit North America. In 
the 1970s, Tim Severin, an expert on exploration, 
followed the directions in Navigatio and sailed a hide 
covered curragh from Ireland to Newfoundland. His 
observations, documented in his book, The Brendan 
Voyage, (McGraw-Hill 1978) demonstrated the accuracy 
of Brendan’s directions and the descriptions of the places 
he wrote about. 

St. Brendan is a patron of sailors. The Irish celebrate his 
feast on May 16. 

Brendan’s message today: Brendan is one of those saints 
who, while fully dedicated to God, were also devoted to 
advancing the state of human knowledge. We often think 
that living a life for God, means shunning the ways of the 
world. Brendan proved otherwise by his love of 
exploration and ability to communicate with others 
through the tales of his adventures. 

 Where do you most often find God in your everyday 
life? Where do you most see God’s presence in the 
world? 

Follow us on Social Media 

facebook.com/htschooldm 
@htschooldm 











 

Congratulations on Your Retirement!  
Congrats to Deb Allen & Diane Tellis! Thank you for 
all your years of service to Holy Trinity. We will miss 
you!   



 

 

Mass and Liturgy Schedule and Intentions 
Sunday, June 2nd 

8:30 am Mass  Ken Yamen 

10:30 am Mass  Tracy Fraser 

Monday, June 3rd 

8:00 am Mass  Communion Service   

Tuesday, June 4th 

8:00 am Mass  Communion Service 

Wednesday, June 5th 

8:30 am Mass  Communion Service 

Thursday, June 6th 

8:00 am Mass  Communion Service 

Friday, June 7th 

8:00 am Mass  No Morning Mass 

Saturday, June 8th 

4:30 pm Mass  Harold McCarville  

Sunday, June 9th 

8:30 am Mass  Mary Crawford 

10:30 am Mass  John Erickson 

 
 

Liturgical Ministers and Altar Servers 
 

Saturday, June 8th at 4:30 pm  

Altar Server  St. Catherine Team 
Lectors  Chris Nigg 
   Deanne McLaughlin 
EMHC  Team 1 
Musical Coordinator Tom Quiner 
  
Sunday, June 9th at 8:30 am  

Altar Server  St. Rose Team 
Lectors  Kelly Barrick 
   Mike Glynn 
EMHC  Team 1 
Children’s Liturgy Team B 
Musical Coordinator Tom Quiner 
 
Sunday, June 9th at 10:30 am  

Altar Server  St. Peter Team 
Lectors  Peggy Jones 
   Billy Howe 
EMHC  Team 2 
Children’s Liturgy Team 3 
Musical Coordinator  

 SUNDAY 
06/02 

MONDAY 
06/03 

TUESDAY 
06/04 

WEDNESDAY 
06/05 

THURSDAY 
06/06 

FRIDAY 
06/07 

SATURDAY 
06/08 

HT School     BOE Meeting  
6:00 pm  
Rm 104 

  

Faith 
Formation 

       

Adult Faith 
Formation 

 Men’s Bible 
Study 

8:30 pm  
Rm 105 

  Adoration 
2:00-10:00 pm 

  

Misc. Coffee & 
Donuts after 
both Masses 

hosted by 
Stephen 

Ministers 
 

Altar Server 
training after 

10:30 am 
Mass 

 Communion 
Service 

Communion 
Service 

Communion 
Service 

 
Knights of 
Columbus 
Meeting 

7:00 pm MC 
 

No morning 
Mass 

 
Funeral 

service at 
10:30 am 

 

P A R I S H  A N D  S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R  

CH - 
Church 
101-106 

Classrooms 
DC - Day 

Chapel  
Gym - 

Gymnasium 
K - Kitchen 
MC - Media 

Center 
PO - Parish 

Office 
Conference 

Room  
SR - Social 

Room  

Financial Blessings  
Ending Week of May 12, 2019 

  

Budget (July 2018-June 2019)            $1,019,700  
YTD Budget                          $911,930  
YTD Actual tithing                                      $866,045  
YTD Overage (Deficit)          ($45,885)  
Weekly offertory collected                            $6,921 
# of Donations Received         97 

†Give the spiritual gift of a Mass.   
Offer it for the soul of a loved one or 

someone special in your life.  Contact the 
Parish Office at 255-3162 to schedule a 

Mass intention. 

Summer Office Hours: 9 am—2 pm 

Summer Office Hours: 9 am—2 pm 



 

 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Rev. Mark Neal, Pastor 

(515) 255-3162 ext. 126  

http://www.virtualclassroom.net/ht/  
 

PARISH OFFICE      

Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

(515) 255-3162 ext. 128 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE 

Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  

(515) 255-3162 ext. 116 

Fax: (515) 255-1381 
 

RELIGIOUS FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 

(515) 255-3162 ext. 224 
 

For a Staff Directory, Calendar, or a List of Ministries 

and Groups, please go to www.holytrinitydm.org 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

Registration forms are available in the pews, at the 

Parish Office or call 255-3162 ext. 128.  
 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Contact Melissa Heller at 255-3162  ext. 115 or email 

mheller@htschool.org 
 

MASS TIMES 

Weekend 

Saturday: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am 

Weekdays 

Monday: 8:00 am- Communion Service 

Tuesday/Thursday/Friday: 8:00 am  

Wednesday: 8:30 am-All School Mass 

Adoration 

Thursday: 2:00 pm-10:00 pm 

Reconciliation 

Saturday: 3:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

Baptism:  Class is held once a month on a Monday at 

7:00 pm.  Contact the Parish Office to register. 
 

Matrimony:  Contact the Parish Office at least 6 months 

prior to the wedding date. 
 

RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

is the process adults go through to come into full 

communion with the Catholic Church., contact Jim 

Wilwerding at 771-1847 or jimw@holytrinitydm.org  
 

FACILITIES SCHEDULING & RENTAL 

Parishioners may call Andy Negrete at 255-3162 ext. 129 

for more information.  

PASTORAL CARE 

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact the Parish Office at  

255-3162 ext. 128. 
 

Communion to the Sick: If you are aware of someone 

who is homebound or in the hospital or nursing home 

and would like to receive communion, contact Sandy at 

255-3162 ext. 124. 
 

Prayer Chain: In the event of a crisis or serious illness 

of a family member or friend, your party will be 

included (with their permission) through a phone tree 

of parishioners who offer prayers daily.  
 

BULLETIN ARTICLES 

Submit no later than noon, Friday (10 days before date of 

Sunday bulletin).  Email: parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org 

Articles will be subject to edit and available space. 

P A R I S H  C O N T A C T S  

Advertisers of the Week 
 

Please support our parishioners and their 
local businesses listed on the back page.  

  

  

To advertise your business, please 
contact Andy Negrete in the Parish 

Office 255-3162 ext. 129  
or andyn@holytrinitydm.org   

  

  

http://www.virtualclassroom.net/ht/


 

 


