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W E E K L Y  T H O U G H T S   
J A N U A R Y  1 3 ,  2 0 1 9  

Please remember  
the faithful departed… 

 
Anne Langenfeld    

Mother of  Sharon Provost  
of our Parish 

 
… God grant her eternal rest. 

 Greetings.   

Well, the Christmas season now ends and we return 
to the season of Ordinary Time in our Church 
calendar.  It is not to be viewed or understood as 
“ordinary” in the sense of nothing special.  In the 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter seasons, we have 
a particular focus that is related to the great 
celebration at the culmination(or end) of that 
particular season (i.e. Christmas and Easter).  In 
ordinary time, we focus on the everyday life and 
earthly ministry of Jesus.  We will hear passages 
dealing with the time he spent with his apostles as 
well as his time spent in teaching and healing 
ministry…definitely out of the “ordinary.”  We will be 
in Ordinary Time until March 6th, when we will 
celebrate Ash Wednesday and begin the season of 
Lent.  

 One further item.  When I was teaching, I had a 
website that I used in my courses.  I have made the 
site available to our parish school faculty and our faith 
formation team. It is also available to anyone else who 
wishes to use it.   The site contains audio recordings of 
my homilies, faith resources, PowerPoint 
presentations, links to other sites, parish and school 
information, etc. I will try to make regular updates to 
the site with new information.  

The site can be found at www.virtualclassroom.net/ht    

Have a good week, 

Join us for our 
Open House 

Sunday, January 27th  
Preschool - 8th grade 
11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 

At our Open House, families will have 
the opportunity to meet our dedicated 

teachers, visit our classrooms and 
learn about available financial 

assistance. Teachers will be showcasing 
exciting STEM activities in their 

classrooms and a delicious omelet 
breakfast will also be served.   

 

Enrollment begins February 1st 
 

RSVP at HolyTrinityJourney.org 
or call Melissa Heller, Enrollment 

Director,  at 515.255.3162 x115 with any 
questions or set up a personal tour. 



 

 

P A R I S H  &  D I O C E S A N  N O T E S  

NEXT LECTOR TRAINING 
We are in need of parishioners to help proclaim God's 
Word at our Liturgies. Our next training is Monday, 
January 14th  at 6:30 p.m. in the Church. This is a 
rewarding way to serve your Parish. If you feel called 
to this ministry as a Lector, call the Parish Office at 255
-3162 ext. 128 or email parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org. 
 

TROOP 77 BOY SCOUT DINNER  
The adventurous scouts of Troop 77 invite you to a 
Baked Potato Bar Dinner on January 19th after 4:30 
mass.  The scrumptious potatoes will be served to raise 
money to send these boys on the wilderness trails of 
Philmont Ranch in New Mexico. Please stop by and 
share a hearty warm meal with these fine young men 
and learn about their thrilling trip of a lifetime. We 
hope to see you there for some potatoes and 
adventures! The dinner is $5 a person or $20 a family. 
Hope to see you there!  
 

NEW MEMBER GATHERING  
AFTER 10:30 MASS JANUARY 27TH  

If you are new to our Parish in the last 9 
months, please come join us at 
the New Member Gathering with Breakfast 
after 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 
27th in our Social Room. Our Welcome 

Committee & Staff will be on hand to share a cup of 
coffee and answer your questions about our Parish & 
the Beaverdale Community. We look forward to 
meeting you...Welcome to HT!  
 

St. Francis Middle School Music Director Wanted 
St. Francis of Assisi parish in West Des Moines is 
looking for a person to lead the parish Middle School 
Choir.  The Middle School Choir is made up of 6th-
8th students from both public and private school who 
are parishioners at St. Francis.  They meet for a half 
hour rehearsal each Wednesday evening during the 
school year and serve at an average of 1 weekend 
liturgy per month.  The Choir Director will be 
responsible for planning, preparation, choir rehearsal, 
and liturgies for the Middle School Choir.   The Middle 
School Choir Director must be a practicing Catholic 
and be confident in forming Christ-centered 
relationships with Middle School students. This 
position is paid and requires around 3-5 hours per 
week during the school year. Please contact Emily 
Schmid, Director of Music at St. Francis of Assisi, at 
eschmid@saintfrancischurch.org or 515-223-4577.  

Are you able to join Holy Trinity in 
helping local families in need? 

Holy Trinity continues to provide outreach to 
homeless families through the Family Promise of 
Greater Des Moines organization, a local faith-based 
shelter that provides outreach to families in 
transitioning from homelessness.  We will be 
continuing this ministry again in in a few weeks and 
would like to invite all Holy Trinity members to this 
special opportunity to serve others. 

When?  Sunday, January 20th through Saturday, 
January 27th. 

Where? Westminster Presbyterian Church (Beaver & 
Franklin) 

What is involved in hosting families? 
Holy Trinity will offer shelter and hospitality to 
those families who are in the Family Promise 
program that week, which is generally 2 – 3 families 
ranging from 5 – 12 family members. 

Evening Meal and Hospitality   (5:00 pm – 8:30 pm) 

Two volunteers (individuals or families) are needed 
each evening to prepare and serve a meal at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church on assigned day. 

Overnight Hosting  (8:30 pm – 7:00 am) 

 Overnight hosts are needed (1 volunteer per 
night) to spend the night from 8:30 pm – 7:00 am 
the next morning 

 Overnight hosts sleep at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church where a bed is provided. 

If you know you would like to volunteer, you can 
reserve your spot by going to the Sign Up 
website http://signup.com/go/ytTHWsX 
If you have questions, contact Tom Green at 515-229-
6072 to discuss this opportunity to serve others. 

2019 GALA AUCTION: Save the Date!   
On April 6, 2019, the stars of our 
Holy Trinity community will 
come together for the Red 
Carpet Gala. This anticipated 
annual event raised $114,200 
last year. Mark your calendars 
and plan to join us again this 

year as we take the journey together by supporting 
Holy Trinity School and Parish.   

http://signup.com/go/ytTHWsX�


 

 

Reading I: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7  
OR 40:1-5, 9-11 
Responsorial Psalm: 29:1-4, 9-10  
OR 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-30 
Reading II: Acts 10:34-38  
OR Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22  

Image:  Leonardo da Vinci, The Baptism of Christ (detail)  

F A I T H  Q U E S T I O N S  

Question for Children: What are some things you 
can do to please God? 

Question for Youth: "With you I am well pleased." 
What are you doing right now that is pleasing to 
God? How does it feel to live that way? 

Question for Adults: Name a time when you felt 
your actions were pleasing to God. 

S P I R I T U A L I T Y   
O F  T H E  R E A D I N G S  

Staying With  
Sunday marks last day of the Church’s Christmas season. 
Jesus' birth has now been celebrated. His public life 
comes next. His baptism begins it. 

I know, I know, Christmas has been over for ages and we 
have gone on with life. The American custom is in force: 
just days to rip down decorations and go on to the next 
thing. 

But now we begin Jesus' public life, beginning with 
Baptism. 

We hear the voice of God the Father speaking to him:* 

You are my beloved Son; in you I am well pleased 
(Gospel). 

Wouldn’t Jesus or anyone else want to hear such words 
over and over? The beloved of God! It is like having 
candy and circuses and ice cream and all your favorite 
things. God has settled upon you as his special 
one. Everything will be fine. 

Except that “being fine” does not turn out to be the true 
meaning of being beloved. 

Let me illustrate with a story. 

I was visiting a Jesuit friend of mine in Washington DC, 
Pete, who is a prankster. He was in the kitchen cooking 
up homemade spaghetti. Icky mess. 

I asked him what time we were due to be somewhere or 
other, and he said “I don’t know, but we can ask Joe.” Joe 
was another Jesuit who on that Saturday was working at 
his job at an official Jesuit building. Pete put the kitchen 
phone on its speaker and floured in the phone number. 

Joe answered and Pete said, “hi, how are you doing, 
Joseph?” Joe said, “just great.” Pete said, “how 
wonderful, since you are spending your weekend 
working.” 

Joe came back semi-humorously and said, “No it is ok. 
God told me everything was going to be fine.” 

Without skipping a beat Pete said, “Yeah that’s what he 

told his Son.” 

I was on the floor laughing at such a quick, piercing 
reply, seemingly delivered with no forethought at all. 

But notice what is behind that joke. God does in fact 
tolerate pain and suffering for his beloved son on the 
cross. This is the other side of being “The Beloved” of 
God. 

Suffering and temptation. 

Jesus had gone to the desert to ponder the words he 
heard from the Baptist. But there the devil offered huge, 
slick temptations: be big, like me. Build up your earthly 
power and honor, use your new public status as 
“Beloved.” 

This was directly and deeply contrary to Jesus’ mission, 
of course, but God let such a temptation happen. 

Why? 

Well, God is like a parent watching a teenager’s growing 
pains. Help all you can, but definitely do not stop the 
growing. Temptation and suffering create an urgent 
need for a person to open up, to broaden their scope, to 
understand better what love is, to see that love does not 
mean God taking charge and making everything alright, 
but rather it means his staying with you, the beloved, 
continuing to love and admire you, but not just taking 
over. Love at its root means sharing another’s life, not 
taking it over. 

To paraphrase the Father’s words at the Jordan: 

Receive my love that never runs away, never lets go, 
even in the desert, even on the cross. 

John Foley, S. J. of the Center for Liturgy 



 

 

S A I N T  O F  T H E  W E E K  &   
D I O C E S A N  N O T E S  

St. Raymond of Peñafort,  
Priest, 1175-1275          

Raymond was born at 
Villafranca de Benadis, near 
Barcelona, in 1175 to the noble 
family of Peñafort, related to 
the kings of Aragon. A very 
bright boy, he received the 
best education available and, 
at the age of twenty, was 
professor of philosophy at the 
C a t h e d r a l  S c h o o l  o f 
Barcelona. 

An interest in law prompted 
Raymond to move to Bologna in 1210 where he 
completed his doctoral degrees in both civil and canon 
law. Occupying a chair in canon law at the university 
in Bologna for a few years, Raymond became 
interested in the Dominican order which was drawing 
a number of his brighter students and fellow 
professors into their ranks. Returning to Barcelona in 
1219, Raymond had the opportunity to meet St. 
Dominic. Also in this year, Raymond was appointed 
archdeacon of Barcelona by the bishop. 

In 1222, in the year after St. Dominic’s death, 
Raymond, at the age of forty-seven decided that he too 
was being called to the Dominican order. Part of his 
reasoning for this decision was that he had grown too 
self-satisfied with his accomplishments. Recognizing 
this, he asked the novice master to assign to him the 
most onerous and demeaning tasks so that he might 
overcome his vanity. One of the assignments given to 
Raymond was to use his skills in canon law to 
assemble for the guidance of confessors a listing of all 
of the rules which had been worked out by the Church 
over the centuries for dealing with sins and sinners. 
The result was a unique compilation, Summa de 
casibus poenitentialibus (Summary of penitential 
cases). 

Fr. Raymond’s wisdom and humility gained wide 
recognition. King James of Aragon chose the priest as 
his spiritual director, as did St. Peter Nolasco, the 
founder of the Order of Our Lady of Ransom, also 
known as the Mercedarians, an order dedicated to 
ransoming captives held by the Moors.   

In 1230, Pope Gregory IX summoned him to Rome 
where he became the pope’s confessor. Gregory also 

had Raymond edit and codify the many canons of the 
Church which had been written over the centuries. 
Some of the more recent canons were restatements of 
earlier papal bulls and, in many cases, contradicted the 
earlier decrees. This comprehensive work took several 
years to complete and remained the most 
comprehensive authority on canon law until 1917 
when a new code was written. 

In recognition of Raymond’s work, Pope Gregory IX 
named him archbishop of Tarragona in Aragon in 
1235. Pleading to be relieved of this appointment, 
Raymond returned to Barcelona where he resumed the 
quiet prayerful life which he was drawn to. This 
seclusion was not to last however. In 1238, his brothers 
elected him as Superior General of the Dominicans. 
Reluctantly, Raymond accepted this appointment and 
undertook the task of reforming, clarifying, and 
putting into permanent form the constitution of the 
Dominican order. He included in this work that the 
voluntary resignation of the superior, for just reason, 
should be accepted. This work was accepted by the 
Dominicans at three general chapters and remained in 
effect until 1924. 

In 1240, pleading old age and illness, Raymond 
resigned as superior. While he was able to return to his 
life of prayer and seclusion, Raymond lived another 35 
years to his 100th year. 

St. Raymond of Peñafort is the patron of attorneys, 
canon lawyers, and medial record librarians. He is 
honored by an optional memorial on January 7. 

Raymond’s message today: God gives each one of us 
many talents. It is important how we use them. 
Raymond recognized that it is easy to forget where 
these gifts came from and that they are not created by 
ourselves, but must be used for God’s work. 
What gifts have you been given? How are you using 

them? 

Respect Life Corner 
 

 Lord and giver of all life, help us to value each 
person, created in love by You. In Your mercy, 

guide and assist our efforts to promote dignity and 
value of all human life, born and unborn. We ask 

this through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.  
 

www.holytrinityrespectlife.com  



 

 

†Give the spiritual gift of a Mass.   
Offer it for the soul of a loved one or someone special in your life.   

Contact the Parish Office at 255-3162 to schedule a mass intention 

P A R I S H  A N D  S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R  

 SUNDAY 
01/13 

MONDAY 
01/14 

TUESDAY 
01/15 

WEDNESDAY 
01/16 

THURSDAY 
01/17 

FRIDAY 
01/18 

SATURDAY 
01/19 

HT School    No All School 
Mass  

   

Faith 
Formation 

RE 

   Faith 
Formation/

Edge 

   

Adult Faith 
Formation 

  RCIA  Adoration 
2:00-10:00 pm 

  

Misc.  Lector 
Training 

6:30 pm CH 

     

CH - 
Church 
101-106 

Classrooms 
DC - Day 

Chapel  
Gym - 

Gymnasium 
K - Kitchen 
MC - Media 

Center 
PO - Parish 

Office 
Conference 

Room  
SR - Social 

Room  

Mass and Liturgy Schedule and Intentions 
 

Sunday, January 13th 
8:30 am Mass  For the Parish 
10:30 am Mass  Lawrence Cibula 
Monday, January 14th  
8:00 am Mass  Communion Service   
Tuesday, January 15th 
8:00 am Mass  Paul & Phyllis Huelsbeck 
Wednesday, January 16th 
8:30 am Mass  Beverly Poncin 
Thursday, January 17th 
8:00 am Mass  Anne Langenfeld 
Friday, January 18th 
8:00 am Mass  Vicki Scholar 
Saturday, January 19th 
4:30 pm Mass  Joe & Barb McDermott 
Sunday, January 20th 
8:30 am Mass  Sharon Mahoney 
10:30 am Mass  Barbara McDermott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Liturgical Ministers and Altar Servers 
 

Saturday, January 19th at 4:30 pm 

Altar Server  St. Luke Team  
Lectors  Deanne McLaughlin 
   Matt Kiernan 
EMHC  Team 3 
Organist/Pianist Tom Quiner 

  
Sunday, January 20th at 8:30 am 

Altar Server  St. Thomas Team 

Lectors  Sheila Goode 
   Scott Flood 
EMHC  Team 3 
Children’s Liturgy Team A 
 
Sunday, January 20th at 10:30 am  

Altar Server  St. Anthony Team 

Lectors  Peggy Jones 
   Rob Hoover 
EMHC  Team 3 
Children’s Liturgy Team 5 
Musical Coordinator Jim Shutt   
  

Financial Blessings 
Ending Week of December 23, 2018 

  

Yearly goal (July 17-June 18)            $1,019,700  
Weekly offertory collected                          $26,442  
Year to date offering                                   $455,106  

Iowa Assessments for 3rd-8th grade students 



 

 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Rev. Mark Neal, Pastor 

(515) 255‐3162 ext. 126  

http://www.virtualclassroom.net/ht/  
 

PARISH OFFICE      

Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

(515) 255‐3162 ext. 128 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE 

Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  

(515) 255‐3162 ext. 116 

Fax: (515) 255‐1381 
 

RELIGIOUS FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 

(515) 255‐3162 ext. 224 
 

For a Staff Directory, Calendar, or a List of Ministries 

and Groups, please go to www.holytrinitydm.org 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

Registration  forms  are  available  in  the  pews,  at  the 

Parish Office or call 255‐3162 ext. 128.  
 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Contact Melissa  Heller  at  255‐3162    ext.  115  or  email 

mheller@htschool.org 
 

MASS TIMES 

Weekend 

Saturday: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am 

Weekdays 

Monday: 8:00 am‐ Communion Service 

Tuesday/Thursday/Friday: 8:00 am  

Wednesday: 8:30 am‐All School Mass 

Adoration 

Thursday: 2:00 pm‐10:00 pm 

Reconciliation 

Saturday: 3:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

Baptism:  Class is held once a month on a Monday at 

7:00 pm.  Contact the Parish Office to register. 
 

Matrimony:   Contact the Parish Office at least 6 months 

prior to the wedding date. 
 

RCIA: The Rite of Christian  Initiation of Adults  (RCIA) 

is  the  process  adults  go  through  to  come  into  full 

communion  with  the  Catholic  Church.,  contact  Jim 

Wilwerding at 771‐1847 or jimw@holytrinitydm.org  
 

FACILITIES SCHEDULING & RENTAL 

Parishioners may call Andy Negrete at 255‐3162 ext. 129 

for more information.  

PASTORAL CARE 

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact the Parish Office at  

255‐3162 ext. 128. 
 

Communion  to  the Sick:  If you are aware of  someone 

who is homebound or in the hospital or nursing home 

and would like to receive communion, contact Sandy at 

255‐3162 ext. 124. 
 

Prayer Chain:  In  the event of a crisis or serious  illness 

of  a  family  member  or  friend,  your  party  will  be 

included  (with  their permission)  through a phone  tree 

of parishioners who offer prayers daily.  
 

BULLETIN ARTICLES 

Submit no later than noon, Friday (10 days before date of 

Sunday bulletin).  Email: parishoffice@holytrinitydm.org 

Articles will be subject to edit and available space. 

P A R I S H  C O N T A C T S  

Advertisers of the Week 
 

Please support our parishioners and their 
local businesses listed on the back page.  

  

 

  

  

To advertise your business, please 
contact Andy Negrete in the Parish 

Office 255-3162 ext. 129  
or andyn@holytrinitydm.org   

 

http://www.virtualclassroom.net/ht/�


 

 


